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“ AFETY First”? is a watchword of modern in- 
dustry and business. Have you stopped to 
consider how The Sunday School Times Company 
puts your safety frst by carefully investigating all 
advertising offered for its columns ? 




















The Object Lesson 
By Imogen Clark 


LONG the sunlit way their voices rose : 
“Which should be greatest, which should 

stand most high ?” 
And Self was lord of each. Each shouted “I!” 

_For rivalry had turned the friends to foes. 

But when they reached the Master, they fell mute ; 

Yet clear as day He, waiting there apart, 
Read like an open book each burning heart, 

And knew what jealousies had sown dispute. 


Then to His side He called a child from play, 
A little romping lad, who swift obeyed 
And stood among the men, untouched by fear— 
The least of them, yet greater far than they ! 
For only in such humbleness arrayed 
Shall any soul in God’s white courts appear. 





a =... ener —? ee, 





Not a Forty-Year Process 


How’ long must we wait to-get rid of sin? There 
are rich lessons to be learned, in the Christian life, 
from Israel’s Old Testament experiences; but there 
is danger of drawing mistaken and unscriptural conclu- 
sions from some of these, Such a mistake, for example, 
reappears from time to time in an item quoted in 
religious papers, —it was recently submitted for pub- 
lication to the Illustration Round-Table of The Sun- 
day School Times, but was not accepted. It reads: 
“It took God one day to get Israel out of Egypt, but 
it took God forty years to get the Egypt out of Is- 
rael.” There is a clever turn here, but faulty exegesis. 
God did not keep Israel in the wilderness forty years 
in order to get “Egypt,” or. sin, out of her life. In- 
stead, the forty years’ wandering was a definite pun- 
ishment for Israel’s unbelief in refusing to enter the 
fand’of promise when God brought-her to its threshold. 
That unbelieving generation never. entered the prom- 
ised land, — “But as for you, your carcases, they shall 
fall-in this wilderness . . . after the number of the 
days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, 
each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even 
forty years.” Let no child of God today suppose that 
a long drawn-out process of wilderness wanderings is 
tecessary before God can deal effectively with sin 
in the life. In the third and fourth chapters of the 
Epistle to the Hebrews this experience of Israel is 
interpreted® for us. The lesson. plainly stated by in- 
spiration is that we may immediately and _ instantly 
enter into “the rest of faith,” or the victorious life. 
“Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To pay if ye 


will hear his voice,. harden not.your hearts, as in the 
provocation, in the day of temptation in the wilder- 
ness: when your fathers tempted me, proved me, and 
saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was grieved 
with that generation, and said, They do always err in 
their heart; and they have not known my ways. So 
I sware in my wrath, They shall not enter into my 
rest.) Take heed, brethren, lest there be in any of 
you an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from the 
living God. But exhort one another daily, while it is 
called To pay; lest any of you-be hardened through 
the deceitfulness of sin.” 
J — 


*Certaine True Scriptures ” 

God’s word is as certain as God’s character. John 
Milton evidently knew this. The Dawn, of England, 
tells of an English officer’s recent discovery, in an old 
Devonshire attic, of a-Latin Bible dated 1581 and 
bearing Milton’s signature. The great English. poet 
had written on the flyleaf this prayer: “O Blessed 
Lord God, who hast commanded that we should not 
adde to Thy Word, not yet take from it, grant, I be- 
seech Thee, that I may neither think Thy certaine*true 
Scriptures to be doubtful, nor the uncertaine to be 
Canonicall, but possess me with awful-~and reverent 
thoughts; that I, adoring the fullness thereof, may 
avoid all hastie, supine, forced and uncharitable expo- 
sitions, and fetch my little light and candle of knowl- 
edge from that first shine and prime rayes of Thee, the 
onely Light my Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 


Amen. 
x 
The Tractor and the Gospel 


It isa thrilling moment when a man sentenced to 
death receives from the government his pardon. If 
this is true of escape from mere physical death, how 
much more when it is deliverance from eternal death! 
Miss Carolyn B. Stephan, Secretary of the American 
Council of the Belgian Gospel Mission, has recently 
been visiting the work: in Belgium and writes to the 
Editor: “When I heard you tell of how Mr. Norton 


The Witness of a 


HE Lord summons his workmen from unex- 

pected quarters, and there is no respect of per- 

sons in his choice. He enlists former drunkards 
~and opium wrecks, and- he also chooses men and 
women of the finest Christian heritage, equally serv- 
iceable if only they have his Spirit. 

Professor Book of the University of Lund, the fore- 
most literary historian and critic of Sweden, recently 
wrote a double article in Svenska Dagbladet of Stock- 
holm, reviewing the work of the Swedish novelist, 
Sven Lidman. Of Huset med de gamla fréknarna, 
“The House with the Old Maiden Ladies,” he said: 
“There is not much in Swedish literature of the twen- 
ty-five years past to which one can attribute genius, 
but this book has it. It is so pathetic, so humorous, so 
full of meaningful little touches, that one is truly be- 
witched with it.” But it was not this book with which 
Professor Bodk was especially dealing in his review, 
but the religious writings of the Swedish novelist, 
Personlig Frilsning, “Personal Salvation,” and Bryg- 
gan Holler, “The Bridge Holds.” 

For this consummate literary craftsman has become 
a Christian who preaches the cross of Christ in power 
and, no less powerfully, the demands of the cross on 
the life of Christians. When, at Stockholm last sum- 
mer, Shailer Mathews and other “social” Christians 
were reading their little essays at the ecumenical con- 
ference, a freethinking editor scornfully contrasted 
their Christianity with that of this converted novel- 
ist. The freethinker knew the real thing. Lidman 
is no half-way man. 

It is no common thing to find such an out-and-outer. 
He has what he says of certain others, “the simple, 
straightforward, child-like, ‘uncultivated,’ ‘unhistori- 
cal,’ faith in the Bible.” He believes in the power of 
Christ’s blood and redeeming death to save from sin. 





throws out of the automobile Gospels of John I was 
thrilled, but only yesterday did I really feel the thrill. 
When I think of God’s promise, ‘My word shall not 
return unto me void,’ I fairly wept for joy in thinking 
how many folks will be in glory to greet Mr. Norton 
when they learn that he was the one who taught the 
Wonderful Words of Life to them along the road- 
side. But here is an incident that goes beyond your 
good story of how the engineer got down from his 
engine to pick up a Gospel you had tossed out of the 
car. We were passing a farm where a Ford tractor 
was at work; Mr. Norton cried out in his cheery 
voice, ‘Voila’; the man stopped his tractor, got down 
from his seat, went out into the road and picked up 
the Gospel. Oh, the joy of working for the Lordt 
Nothing compares with it.” Shall we not pray that 
God. will make that copy of the Gospel the means of 
eternal life to that Belgian farmer and his family? 


ax 
While We Despair 


Our despair does not change the character of 
God. It does not alter by a jot or a tittle his grace, 
his love, his faithfulness, his power, — and that power 
is unlimited, working in our behalf this nioment. That 
is the kindof God we have while we despair. Our 
despair robs us of peace and joy that we might have 
in the midst of this darkness, but it does not rob us 
of -God -— he loves us too much for that. Not every- 
thing that we see expressed in beautiful verse is true, 
as when Frederic W. H. Myers wrote: 

Man, what is *hi§, and why art thou despairing? 
God can forgive thee all but thy despair. 


There is no, Scripture telling us that God cannot 
forgive our despair. On the contrary, hi§;Word plainly 
and graciously tells us that he will fofgive any sin 
that is brought to him in confession, even the sin of 
despair. Despair is distrust, unbelief; and our unbe- 
lief does not make God unfaithful. “If we believe 
not, yet he abideth faithful: he cannot deny himself” 
(2 Tim. 2:13). So let us trust him even now. He is 
saying to us, “What f do thou knowest not now; but 
thou shalt know hereafter” (John 13:7). 


Swedish Novelist 


He believes in a whole dedication to the Christian wit- 
ness. “Do you think,” he writes, “that God will let 
you have all these wonderful fruits while you your- 
Selves dally in your chamber and rest in your earthly 
security? Oh, no! It is only upon the le offering 
on the Lord’s altar that his fire falls.” 4 

How did the great change come? Not, apparently, 
through any human instrumentality, but by the direct 
interposition of God. “I have much to praise God for, 
but I sometimes think that I am most grateful to him 
because he saved me without the intervention of man. 
With what certainty and confidence has that not filled 
my life! I never have to doubt lest I may have been 
the subject of another’s suggestions or influence.” 

Nor does he ever suspect that his experience was 
auto-suggestion. “There age many men who explain 
conversion in clever psychological terms as a series of 
processes in the subconsciousness. In other words, that 
it is something which men develop out of themselves 
and by themselves. Praise to Jesus, this is the gross- 
est of errors! Real conversion is the consequence of 
meeting with a supernatural power. Those who have 
not experienced it have not gripped reality, have not 
their feet on solid ground, have no real rest in God. 
God help us all! There are people in all the churches 
who live in the belief that they have the Rock’s granite 
under. their feet, men.who are satisfied to build a 
pretty little summer veranda of impressions and senti- 
ments and fancies and theories on the seashore of 
destiny. But the rain comes, and the winds blow, and 
great is the fall thereof.” 

The conscience of Christians of the European con- 
tinept is not as enlightened regarding drink and to- 
bacco as in Anglo-Saxon lands, and _Lidman had been 
saved a full year before the incongrttity of such things 
with «he Christian life became clear to him, He 
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laughed at the matter at first, and called on the prece- 
dent of the great and good Spurgeon. But his Chris- 
tian associates insisted that omy tne clean sweep would 
open the way for the fullness of the Spirit, so he 
prayed over the matter and waited for light. 

One morning he was told that a gentleman had 
come from the far north of Sweden and wished to 
have a talk with him om religious subjects. An ap- 
pointment was made for the next day at twelve. 

“The morning came. I will relate in detail how it 
passed as an example of how wonderful a day in 
God's world can be. I woke with a cold, pains in the 
chest and cough. With the first mail came a letter 
from an unknown friend in Calmar saying: ‘I do not 
know you, but I-have heard that you have been saved. 
I am myself of the so-called educated class, and am 
now meeting with a group of God’s humble little 
friends, and I. pray that you may be kept in wonderful 
simplicity and faith in the cross,—in humility and 
love.’ 

“I became worse and worse. Chill followed chill. 
When dinner came I asked for brandy. I must take 
at least a half-glass to stop this shaking, An old cut- 
glass brandy caraffe was put on the table. 

“But when I looked at it such a feeling of repul- 
sion took possession of me that it was as if the clear 
white liquid were some disgusting poison. So I 
asked to have it removed. Hardly had I spoken when 
my telephone rang. ‘A friend of mine asked permis- 
sion to call on Mr. Lidman this morning. He was 
very nervous, and wished to know if I could accom- 
pany him.’ 

“You are very welcome,’ I replied. 

“I had hardly finished my dinner when the two en- 
tered. The visitor was a man in his thirties. As soon 
as he appeared my heart warmed to him, there was 
something so straight-forward and open in his whole 
being. He had not talked with me for two minutes 
before he broke out with, ‘Mr. Lidman, I will tell 
you at once my difficulty. I am trapped by alcohol.’ 

“What praise and thanksgiving streamed that mo- 
ment through my heart! Think if I had stood there 
before that victim of drink, my breath smelling with 
brandy and had calmly explained, ‘Drinking is an 
adiaforon, a matter of indifference, and not a sin- per se. 
There are many splendid and real Christians who are 
not abstainers.’” (O heart of man!) 

“Instead I was able to ask him to sit down and tell 
me all about himself. Every other year he was taken 
with a resistless desire for drink and then he was 
powerless, given over to the Tempter, his salvation 
forgotten, his vows and promises also. All that re- 
mained was the irresistible desire for alcohol. 

“During the conversation I grew continually worse. 
When we had finished and the man arose to go, his 
friend said, ‘Shall we not kneel and pray God con- 
cerning the matter?’ 

“Said and done! 

“IT had hardly prayed at most two minutes when there 
came the most wonderful stream of warmth from the 
backbone and spread through my whole being. In a 
moment I was completely cured and was able to praise 
God for healing me, and for the assurance that he 
would heal the unknown brother in the same wonder- 
ful way. 

“From that time I understood that God would not 
permit me to touch alcoholic drink. 

“When we stopped praying and stood up, the man 
remained still, sunk in thought. Suddenly he said 
within himself, as if forgetful of those present, ‘Now 
I know one thing more.’ 

“*What’s that?’ I returned. 

“‘T am going to give up smoking also.’ 

“When I was alone I began to think over the to- 
bacco question. After some days God awakened my 
conscience and took away all desire for that, too. 

“I recognize now, and thank God for it, that one 
must be ‘impossible’ for this world if one is to be 
possible for the next. . . . Thanks be to God, glory 
to Jesus, that our Father’s kingdom is not such that 
men should seek to be comfortable and cozy in it, to 
make progress or to get benefit from it. Praise the 
Lamb that it says, Let us go therefore without the 
camp, bearing his reproach. 

“Must it not strike every thinking man that no 
human being could have conceived a world as the 
world of God’s Spirit is, where ingratitude is the 
world’s pay, where love is met with hate, where truth 
is crucified, and where mercy is stoned? 

“Think -what would be the consequence if it were 
otherwise, if thanks and reward were the pay of every 
follower of Jesus Christ, if they were decorated and 
feted and. pensioned according as they followed the 
Lamb. Not a deceiver or climber or pleasure-seeker 
but would struggle to be thought a saint. How thor- 
oughly false would, life be then!” 

Mr. Lidman tells many remarkable stories of the 
Christian life of those with whom he is associated. 
His volume Bryggan Holler, “The Bridge Holds,” 
takes its name from the dying words of a good woman 
who had carried on a little orphanage on faith lines. 
She lay in coma, and all those about her bed thought 
that she had actually passed over. Suddenly. she 
opened her eyes and, looking on her relatives with a 
smile, said, “Greét the friends and tell them that the 
Bridge halds.” - Then she shut her eyes and crossed 

over the chasm which separates us from the next 
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world. For He who is the Way of life is also the 
Bridge of death. 

“LThere is a breed of human deceivers who cail 
themselves idealists, who taik of the historic Jesus 
and of the Sermon on the Mount as one of the great- 
est literary and ethical documents which humanity 
possesses. ; 

“My friend, Jesus is infinitely more than the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. He is the announcer of grace and 
the forgiveness of sin and full salvation. His Gos- 
pel is a Gospel of signs and wonders, of the Son of 
God bleeding on the tree, of the pierced heart, the 
empty grave, the risen and ascended Saviour. It is 
baptism in the Spirit and power; it is life hid with 
Him who has promised to be with us until the end of 
the days. 

“Glory! Hallelujah! It is full-blooded reality and 
no pale intellectual ideal.” 

Mr. Lidman speaks now and then of “my life as a 
heathen,” referring to the time when he was a man 
of the world. He knows the difference between the 
two, the life in Christ and the worldly life. This new 
life, he tells us from his ‘own experience, “means pain, 
humbling, and misunderstanding. God orders it that 
man be held down in the dust, for it is very instruc- 
tive to learn how weak one is, how incapable of any- 
thing good in oneself, how that it is of grace that we 
are saved and that we live from day to day of grace 
alone. But in the depths of our hearts God puts peace, 
an indescribable peace, Jesus Christ’s living love and 
—s which enable one to rise above these 
trials.” 

In Sweden, as with us, rationalists in the church 
are emphasizing religious education, contrasting it 
with revival Christianity if indeed they acknowledge 
to the latter any reason at all for existence. Lidman 
believes that both are necessary, but that without re- 
vival there can be no education of value. “I know 
not how the forces of cold and darkness can ever be 
driven from the heart save through revival Christian- 
ity. They can never be cultivated away. But after 
revival has gone ahead with its spring break-up of ice 
and frost the work of education begins. It is glori- 
ous to know that after one has received Jesus Christ 
in his heart this educating power of the Spirit works 
unceasingly. If you are truly saved you will get a 


wonderful education, and from a Teacher who can- 


train you far better than any human being can.” 

Such is the message of this former littérateur and 
worldling, now good soldier of Jesus Christ, Sven 
Lidman. 























Is ‘“‘ Unity” Christian ? 

There has come to my attention a movement known 
as “Unity.” It savors of man’s efforts inasmuch as 
any victory gained over sin or ill health is credited 
to “Unity” rather than to the power of God through 
Christ. Personally, I have found Him sufficient for all 
my needs, but friends are becoming intérested in this 
movement and I would greatly value your discussing 
it in Notes on Open Letters. This department has al- 
ways been so helpful, and has answered many of my 
Own questions through the queries of others—A Mich- 
igan Reader. 


“Unity” denies the deity of Christ, and asserts the 
union, or unity, of all men with God. Thu: it re- 
jects the fundamental teachings of God's Word con- 
cerning both man and Christ. 

One of its official publications says: “You may rest 
assured that we do believe in the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. Our explanation of his divine nature is, how- 
ever, somewhat different from that offered by the 
orthodox schools. We believe in Jesus as the Son 
of God, as the Word made flesh, but we do not wor- 
ship him as God... . lt will make the matter clearer 
to you if you note the difference between the words 
‘deity’ and ‘divinity.’ Deity means God, whereas di- 
vinity means godlike, that is, like God. . . . This is 
exactly the relationship between God and Jesus. Jesus 
is divine but he is not deity.” 

“Unity” denies, of course, the efficacy of the shed 
blood of Christ and his death as man’s only way of 
salvation. It says, “Jesus is our saviour because he 
lived for us.” 

The natural man, being one with God, needs no 
Saviour, but merely needs to express and assert the 
God within him’ This is the teaching of “Unity.” 

One of the plausible and deceptive things about 
this false religion, as in the case of so many other 
false religions, is that it takes many truths aud bless- 
ings that God’s Word shows are for the born-again 
believer only, and applies them to all men, including 
the natural, unregenerate, sinful man. New Thought, 
and Christian Science, and other similar anti-Chris- 
tian cults do the same, and have much in common with 
“Unity.” It is a simple matter to test any religious 
teaching by the Word of God; and one of the -surest 
tests is its position concerning fallen, lost man, and 
the shed blood of Christ as the only way of salvation. 


NOVEMBER 13, 1926 








When Fred Goforth Went 


of fy strange part of it is, I did not want 
to go to Keswick.” That is what Fred 
Gotorth, studying for the ministry in Can- 
ada, frankly says about himself. And while 
he “did not want to go,” his parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. Jonathan Goforth, twelve thousand miles 
away in China were praying that he would at- 
tend a Victorious Life Conference at America’s 
Keswick some time during the summer. 


Mrs. Goforth once wrote a book, “How I 
Know God Answers Prayer’; and now she 
knows it again. Her son went. To be sure, 
he did not want-to go even when he went. He 


was thinking to himself, “I know what kind’ 


of people.go there — cranks and fanatics. They 
will be sure to find me out.” But he went. 


He has written out his own story for The 
Sunday School Times. He will tell you, in an 
early issue, not only what the Lord did for 
him last summer at Keswick, but what the 
Lord is doing for him now. The message of 
Keswick is not in the past tense. 


Mr. Goforth tells frankly of his own unsat- 
isfied and miserable existence before last sum- 
mer, although he was studying for the minis- 
try. He tells of the “uncanny persistence” with 
which the Devil kept after him during the con- 
ference. He tells of the Lord’s loving demand 
for everything. And he tells how he “simply 
crossed oyer into the Promised Land.” 


You will want to read this testimony. You 
will praise God with Fred Goforth after read- 
ing it, and with his father and mother out in 
China. If you are not praising God just as he 
is, now, you may have a great hunger and thirst 
as you lay down his story,— and then perhaps 
you will dare to trust the Lord yourself. 





Scientists’ Unwilling Discoveries 
WELL-KNOWN pbhysician and scientist of 
England, Dr. A. T. Schofield, has made a 
remarkable study of the way that scientists in 
recent years have, by their own discoveries, been 

unwillingly forced into the presence of God. 
They have found, for example, that atoms 


are never still but incessantly moving. Dr. 
Schofield says: 


“If a table turns without a visible cause we 
explain, ‘This is the work of a spirit!’ But 
every atom of the table is incessantly revolving 
with incalculable speed: is not this also the 
work of a Spirit? 


“The germ in an egg contains countless mole- 
cules in incessant motion which are all alike; 
and yet if these are subjected to gentle heat they 
all begin to make various structures, which will 
become the organs, bones, beak, and feathers 
of a bird; and every single atom must occupy 
its right place, for every one is needed. 


“If we were to take all the letters in Shakes- 
peare’s plays and jumble them together, and 
then shut them into an egg-shell, and were to 
find that by gentle warmth the letters arranged 
themselves into the plays and sonnets, it would 
be far less wonderful than the formation of a 
chicken. When we consider -that the atoms in 
an egg which construct all the molecular com- 
binations of a chicken—its veins, arteries, 
bones, muscles—are at first exactly similar 
in proportion and position, we shall experience 
no surprise that scientists in their study feel 
they are in the presence of an unseen and 
mighty force, far beyond all human conception.” 


Dr. Schofield’s startling and fascinating study 
of “Religion and Science” was recently pre- 
sented before the Victoria Institute, or Philo- 
sophical Society of Great Britain, and he has 
given The Sunday School Times the exclusive 
American rights of publication. It will appear 
as a series of articles in these columns. 





Christian people who want to knew the Lord, 
and the Lord’s universe, find their hearts and 
minds enriched by such unusual contributions 
as those/here announced, which are continually 
appearing in The Sunday School Times. If 
your subscription needs to be renewed soon, 
won't you hand it promptly to your club sec- 
retary, or send it. directly to the Times office, 
so as to run no risk of missing these articles? 
And if you have friends who are not now tak- 
ing the paper, but who would eagerly read such 
articles as these, won’t you pass on the good 
news to them, and bring them into The Sunday 
School Times Family ? 
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Lesson for November 28 
Judges 7 : 1-25 
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Annie Trumbull Slosson and Her Writings 
i By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 














ne 








great new excitement, that first. amaze and 

wonder, had quieted’ down. The feel of that 
warm glow on their foreheads from the fire of the 
Spirit was fading away, the rushin’ wind had died 
out, the eager, hot, loving words so full o’ meaning 
that they spoke plain to every soul there, strangers 
and foreigners and home folks alike, was growing 
fewer and quieter. The revival was over! That's 
always a terrible dangerous time. ... . $ 

“And then they went on, kept on steadfastly, steadily. 

“Those two words mean so much. Not by fits and 
starts, excited one. minute, dull and slow the next, full 
of hope now, then in a jiffy despairing and discouraged. 
The Bible uses those words lots. Peter and John, you 
know, when they saw their Lord carried up away 
from them, gazed up steadfastly. Paul found nothing 
better to say to the Corintnians than, ‘Therefore be 
ye steadfast,’ and Peter himself tells his beloved to 
beware how they fall from their own steadfastness. 
He knew, you see, how easy it was to do that. But, 
dear land! he was as firm and steady now as the rock 
his name stood for. And so, though that first stir 
and light and fire and glory had passed by, these new 
baptized souls continuing steadfast, going daily to 
meeting (take notice of that!), with prayer, with 
Christian fellewship, with the breaking of bread, with 
free-handed charity to all who had need, did as you'd 
nat’rally think they would; with health of body as 
well as soul they ate their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart.” 

That was a lesson “Aunt Abby” found in the sec- 
ond chapter’ of Acts, when as a shut-in member of 
the Home Department she wrote on the Sunday-school 
lessons for the world-wide family of The Sunday 
School- Times readers. “Aunt Abby’s Home Depart- 
ment” was one of the unique creations of Mrs. Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, searching, in its spiritual insight, 
and rich with the characteristics of old-fashioned New 
England life and atmosphere,— though perhaps’ few 
today remember this contribution of Mrs. Slosson’s 
in comparison with her better known writings. It is 
worth remembering, as we look back over the long and 
seartet life that was called to be with the Lord last 
month. . 


How Aunt Abby’s Lesson Talks Began 


Readers of the Times will be interested to know 
how Aunt Abby’s lesson talks came to be. The Sun- 
day School Times was founded in 1859, and the year 
1909 was its Jubilee, or fiftieth anniversary. Mrs. 
Slosson was “Aunt Annie” to the Editor, and had been 
like a second mother to him from the time of his 
earliest boyhood. He felt that it would be a fitting 
thing to — the Times’ Jubilee Year if Mrs. 
Slosson would put one of her famous New England 
characters, Aunt Abby, into the lesson pages. So he 
had the temerity to suggest this, in the early autumn 
of 1908. After a visit in Mrs. Slosson’s New York 
home, when the matter was proposed and talked over, 
he received the following characteristic letter: 


“DEAR CHARLEY: 

“The night you were here I lay awake till after three, 
worrying about your request and wishing I had had 
strength of mind to refuse it. 

“I saw plainly —and am-«still sure of it—that I 
must never at my age and in my state of Trumbull 
nerves bind myself by a promise to do a weekly piece 
of writing for a year. The writing would not have 
value, and I should be miserable over it. 

“Then your letter came, full of trust in my doing 
the thing, and I was ‘all upsot.’ Yesterday after break- 
fast I thought I would write you. Standing at my 
table I took up the lesson list you left.. Glancing at 


nti HE day of -Pentecost was most -over. ~That 





Editor’s Note.—Books by Mrs. Slosson, now out of print, 
are the following: 

The China Hunters’ Club. 

Aunt Liefy. 

Anna Malann. 

Aunt Abby’s Neighbors. 

A Dissatisfied Soul, and a Prophetic Romancer. 

Dumb Foxglove, and Other Stories. 

Seven Dreamers: Seven Stories, 

White Christopher. 

“And Other Folks.” 

The following are still -obtainable, and may be ordered 
from either the publishers named or The Sunday School 
Times Company at the prices given, plus ten percent for 
postage: 

Fishin’ Jimmy (Scribners, New York, 60 cents), 

A Local Colorist (Scribners, $1). 

Story-Tell Lib (Scribners, 60 cents). 

The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark ($1). 

“A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem (75 cents). 

Puzzled Souls ($1). 
 Simples -from-the- Master’s Garden ($1.50). 


Mrs. Slosson, whose death occurred last month in 
- New York City, was a sister of the former Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, H. Clay Trumbull, 
and an aunt of the present Editor, who writes this 
. sketch, Her many books and articles on New 
England life are greatly loved, and are well known 
to readers of the Times. The present sketch will 
be followed by two others, on Mrs. Slosson’s lov- 
ing and unusual relationship with her old family 
servants at the Hartford home; and her extraor- 
dinary scientific researches and world-wide recog- 
nition as botanist and entomologist. 








the first number, for January 3, a thought came to me, 
I reached for a pen, dropped into a seat and wrote, 
without pausing an instant. It was finished in forty 
minutes by the clock, 

“Now, it may not be at all what you want; I am 
quite uncertain. It is bad ‘copy,’ and I don’t want 
to’ send it if it can be helped, I want to read it to you 
and see myself if you really approve. Then I want 
to talk with you. I cannot, will not, agree to’ do the 
articles regularly. If, however, you care to say that 
Mrs. A. T. S. will ‘from time to time’ or ‘occasionally’ 
write a column about Aunt Abby in the Home Depart- 
ment, you may, and Til do what I can. But that is 
all—I know that I am right. 

“Now, when can you run over for an evening, ar- 
riving an hour or so before dinner if possible? The 
sooner the better, as I am in the mood! 

“I have just written Sophy [the late Mrs. Wattles, 
the eldest sister of the Editor, and widow of John D. 
Wattles who was for many years Publisher of The 
Sunday School Times] and said that if an author’s 
own tears proved his work’s power, this was kind o’ 
strong, for I cried all over it as I wrote it! 

“All as usual here. Love to Aline. 

“Your loving, 
“Aunt A.” 


The lesson study that “Aunt Abby” had written 
after Mrs. Slosson knew she couldn’t was the one 
from which the quotation is taken at the beginning 
of this article. More than a score of those remark- 
able, homely, luminous expositions of the Word ap- 
peared during the year 1909. She was seventy years 
old when she began them, and she had passed her 
eightieth birthday when she. wrote “And Other Folks.” 

Another letter from Mrs. Slosson gives an interest- 
ing glimpse of how she wrote, and how deeply she 
identified herself with her characters: 

“It’s all right, Charley dear. I am always so afraid 
of bringing a stain on my literary career by breaking 
a promise by word or act. I have written another 
talk, between the Ascension one and the Trial of Peter 
and John. Now I have six, nearly 5,000 words in all! 
and I hope to give you at least six more, but —that’s 
not a promise. : 

“Aunt Abby seems to touch only one point in each 
lesson, and that not a prominent one. I suppose it’s 
the one that goes to her heart, though, and so I let 
her talk about it. This is not affectation on my part, 
Charley. I really do not seem to know, when I begin 
one of these, what little thing will strike my mythical 
old woman, and it comes with a sort of surprise.” 

Just before these unusual lesson articles appeared 
Mrs. Slosson told, in these pages, “How ,Aunt Abby 
Joined the Home Department.” It was a quaint and 
beautiful sketch, telling how the “mythical old woman” 
became a shut-in through illness, how delighted she 
was to learn of the Home Department of the Sun- 
day-school, and what her membership had come to 
mean to her through the riches of God’s Word. Here 
was Aunt Abby’s closing testimony in that introductory 
sketch: 

“Yes, we're a poor, weak, crippled lot of folks, take 
us all in all. But He preached to such, and helped 
such, and I know in my old heart that He preaches 
to us and helps each one, studying by themselves in 
their poor way, or gathered in my little home. 

“So here I am, as I said before, shut out from the 
public worship of God, from the Sunday-school that 
meets over there in the meeting-house in that blessed 
upper room, And, though I don’t mean to talk much 
about it, it’s more’n likely, they say, I never shall be 
strong and spry again in this world. 

“But I belong to the Home Department, and I love 
it and set by it more’n I can tell you. Many Sundays 
I have to just keep in a dark room alone, having to 
lay still and know that He is God and wills it. so. 
But even then I’m thinking of the lesson, and, if my 
old head will let me, I go over it in my mind, trying 






to make the story real. and to pictur’ out the folks 
in it. Some days I’m so weak and tired I can’t do 
anything but play I’m one of the sick and dying 
brought to him on a bed, and that I shall hear, after 
a spell, that voice bidding me arise. I drop off to 
sleep frequently thinking that. So, though I ain’t very 
reg lar, you see, I keep on saying I belong to the Home 
Department, and I’ll call myself a member of it “till 
— well, till another Visitor comes in, and I go to that 
Home Department in another upper room in one of 
the many mansions, where the dear Lord Himself is 
the Teacher.” 


Mrs. Slosson was born at Stonington, Conn., May 
18, 1838. She was therefore in her eighty-ninth year 
when her death occurred October 4 in New York 
City, where she had lived for many years. As her 
bedy was laid at rest in the family burying place in 
the Spring Grove Cemetery at Hartford, it was in- 
teresting to note some of the dates of birth and death 
of other members of the Trumbull family in that his- 
toric place. It is hard to realize, for example, what 
a link Mrs, Slosson was between the present generation 
of Trumbulls living in Philadelphia, Hartford, and 
elsewhere, and Revolutionary War days. On the 
granite stone in the Hartford cemetery are the names 
of her father and mother, Gurdon and Sarah Trum- 
bull. Gurdon Trumbull was born in Norwich, Conn., 
January 21, 1790,—or nine years after Cornwallis 
surrendered to Washington! Sarah Trumbull, Mrs. 
Slosson’s mother, was born in 1799. Thus Mrs. 
Slosson stood as a connecting link between the gener- 
ation of the latter part of the eighteenth century and 
a generation in the early part of the twen- 
tieth, 

Her brothers and sister were notable characters: 
James Hammond, the famous philologist and histori- 
cal authority, noted’ for his mastery of Indian lan- 
guages in North America, and Secretary of State for 
Connecticut during the Civil War; Mary, whose in- 
terest in pottery and procelain started a collection that 
she and her husband, Dr. William C. Prime, made so 
representative that it was eventually presented to 
Princeton University, as the Trumbull-Prime Museum; 
Charles Edward, whose oratorical powers made an 
unforgettable impression on his generation at Yale 
College; Thomas Swan, whose brilliant work as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel during the Civil War resulted in his 
death in 1865; Gurdon, an authority in ornithology, 
who became also the foremost fish painter of his day 
in America; and Henry Clay, for many years Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, whose life work is well 
known to readers of this paper as archeologist, ex- 
plorer in Bible lands, Bible expositor, and writer of 
more than thirty volumes in varied fields. 


Her Gift of Making Her Characters Real 


Annie Trumbull Slosson was distinguished as a 
writer, a botanist,.and an entomologist. Her books 
were known and loved literally around the world. 
She had a rare gift of portraying human nature in 
quamt New England characters so vividly and. con- 
vincingly that it was commonly supposed that her 
stories were sketches of actual persons. They were 
indeed sketches of real life, as she set down things she 
had seen and heard for many years in the country 
districts of New Hampshire and Connecticut and other 
parts of New England. But her characters, while 
often based on real persons, were imaginary, — fiction 
at its best. Some of her writings have been cited both 
in Great Britain and in America as ideal types of the 
American short story. Thus an article in the London 
Spectator on “The American Short Story” called at- 
tention to the first sketch of this sort that she ever 
wrote, “How Faith Came and Went,” as a superior 
type of its school. 

Mrs. Slosson used to tell, with amusement, of her 
first published “piece.” She wrote it when she was 
nine years old, for a Sunday-school paper, —a “poem” 
of four stanzas entitled “The Dying Child.” At sev- 
enteen her first published story appeared in one of the 
Harpers’. publications. In those days she never wrote 
ever her own name. Her first book was the now 
famous and rare volume on pottery and procelain, 
“The China Hunters’ Club,” illustrated by her brother 
Gurdon, and published by the Harpers in 1878. The 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876 had 
given an impetus to the then new “fad” of collecting 
china. 

But the book by which Mrs. Slosson will be remem- 
bered above all her other writings is “Fishin’ Jimmy.” 

Professor William Milligan Sloane, the brilliant 
teacher of history at Princeton and Columbia, and a 
warm personal friend of Mrs. Slosson and her brother- 
in-law Dr. William C. Prime, was editing the new 
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laughed at the matter at first, and called on the prece- 
dent of the great and good Spurgeon. But his Chris- 
tian associates insisted that omy te clean sweep would 
open the way for the fullness of the Spirit, so he 
prayed over the matter and waited for light. 

One morning he was told that a gentleman had 
come from the far north of Sweden and wished to 
have a talk with him om religious subjects. An ap- 
pointment was made for the next day at twelve. 

“The morning came. I will relate in detail how it 
passed as an example of how wonderful a day in 
God's world can be. I woke with a cold, pains in the 


chest and cough. With the first mail came a letter” 


from an unknown friend in Calmar saying: ‘I do not 
know you, but I-have heard that you have been saved. 
I am myself of the so-called educated class, and am 
now meeting with a group of God’s humble little 
friends, and I pray that you may be kept in wonderful 
simplicity and faith in the cross,—in humility and 
love.’ 

“I became worse and worse. Chill followed chill. 
When dinner came I asked for brandy. I must take 
at least a half-glass to stop this shaking, An old cut- 
glass brandy caraffe was put on the table. 

“But when I looked at it such a feeling of repul- 
sion took possession of me that it was as if the clear 
white liquid were some disgusting poison. So 
asked to have it removed. Hardly had I spoken when 
my telephone rang. ‘A friend of mine asked permis- 
sion to call on Mr. Lidman this morning. He was 
very nervous, and wished to know if I could accom- 
pany him.’ 

“You are very welcome,’ I replied. 

“I had hardly finished my dinner when the two en- 
tered. The visitor was a man in his thirties. As soon 
as he appeared my heart warmed to him, there was 
something so straight-forward and open in his whole 
being. He had not talked with me for two minutes 
before he broke out with, ‘Mr. Lidman, I will tell 
you at once my difficulty. I am trapped by alcohol.’ 

“What praise and thanksgiving streamed that mo- 
ment through my heart! Think if I had stood there 
before that victim of drink, my breath smelling with 
brandy and had calmly explained, ‘Drinking is an 
adiuforon, a matter of indifference, and not a sin: per se. 
There are many splendid and real Christians who are 
not abstainers.’ (O heart of man!) 

“Instead I was able to ask him to sit down and tell 
me all about himself. Every other year he was taken 
with a resistless desire for drink and then he was 
powerless, given over to the Tempter, his salvation 
forgotten, his vows and promises also. All that re- 
mained was the irresistible desire for alcohol. 

“During the conversation I grew continually worse. 
When we had finished and the man arose to go, his 
friend said, ‘Shall we not kneel and pray God con- 
cerning the matter?’ 

“Said and done! 

“I had hardly prayed at most two minutes when there 
came the most wonderful stream of warmth from the 
backbone and spread through my whole being. In a 
moment I was completely cured and was able to praise 
God for healing me, and for the assurance that he 
would heal the unknown brother in the same wonder- 
ful way. 

“From that time I understood that God would not 
permit me to touch alcoholic drink. 

“When we stopped praying and stood up, the man 
remained still, sunk in thought. Suddenly he said 
within himself, as if forgetful of those present, ‘Now 
1 know one thing more.’ 

“*What’s that?’ I returned. 

“‘T am going to give up smoking also.’ 

“When I was alone I began to think over the to- 
bacco question. After some days God awakened my 
conscience and took away all desire for that, too. 

“I recognize now, and thank God for it, that one 
must be ‘impossible’ for this world if one is to be 
possible for the next. . . . Thanks be to God, glory 
to Jesus, that our Father’s kingdom is not such that 
men should seek to be comfortable and cozy in it, to 
make progress or to get benefit from it. Praise the 
Lamb that it says, Let us go therefore without. the 
camp, bearing his reproach. 

“Must it not strike every thinking man that no 
human being could have conceived a world as the 
world of God’s Spirit is, where ingratitude is the 
world’s pay, where love is met with hate, where truth 
is crucified, and where mercy is stoned? 

“Think what would be the consequence if it were 
otherwise, if thanks and reward were the pay of every 
follower of Jesus Christ, if they were decorated and 
feted and pensioned according as they followed the 
Lamb. Not a deceiver or climber or pleasure-seeker 
but would struggle to be thought a saint. How thor- 
oughly false would, life be then!” 

Mr. Lidman tells many remarkable stories of the 
Christian life of those with whom he is associated. 
His volume Bryggan Holler, “The Bridge Holds,” 
takes its name from the dying words of a good woman 
who had carried on a little orphanage on faith lines. 
She lay in coma, and all those about her bed thought 
that she had actually passed over. Suddenly. she 
opened her eyes and, looking on her relatives with a 
smile, said, “Greét the friends and tell them that the 
Bridge halds.” Then she shut her eyes and crossed 
over the chasm which separates us from the next 
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world. For He who is the Way of life is also the 
Bridge of death. 

“LThere is a breed of human deceivers who call 
themselves idealists, who talk of the historic Jesus 
and of the Sermon on the Mount as one of the great- 
est literary and ethical documents which humanity 
possesses. 

“My friend, Jesus is infinitely more than the Ser- 
mon on the Mount. He is the announcer of grace and 
the forgiveness of sin and full salvation. His Gos- 
pel is a Gospel of signs and wonders, of the Son of 
God bleeding on the tree, of the pierced heart, the 
empty grave, the risen and ascended Saviour. It is 
baptism in the Spirit and power; it is life hid with 
Him who has promised to be with us until the end of 
the days. 

“Glory! Hallelujah! It is full-blooded reality and 
no pale intellectual ideal.” 

Mr. Lidman speaks now and then of “my life as a 
heathen,” referring to the time when he was a man 
of the world. He knows the difference between the 
two, the life in Christ and the worldly life. This new 
life, he tells us from his ‘own experience, “means pain, 
humbling, and misunderstanding. God orders it that 
man be held down in the dust, for it is very instruc- 
tive to learn how weak one is, how incapable of any- 
thing good in oneself, how that it is of grace that we 
are saved and that we live from day to day of grace 
alone. But in the depths of our hearts God puts peace, 
an indescribable peace, Jesus Christ’s living love and 
growth-power which enable one to rise above these 
trials.” 

In Sweden, as with us, rationalists in the church 
are emphasizing religious education, contrasting it 
with revival Christianity if indeed they acknowledge 
to the latter any reason at all for existence. Lidman 
believes that both are necessary, but that without re- 
vival there can be no education of value. “I know 
not how the forces of cold and darkness can ever be 
driven from the heart save through revival Christian- 
ity. They can never be cultivated away. But after 
revival has gone ahead with its spring break-up of ice 
and frost the work of education begins. It is glori- 
ous to know that after one has received Jesus Christ 
in his heart this educating power of the Spirit works 
unceasingly. If you are truly saved you will get a 


wonderful education, and from a Teacher who can. 


train you far better than any human being can.” 

Such is the message of this former littérateur_and 
—! now good soldier of Jesus Christ, Sven 
idman. 
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Is “‘ Unity” Christian ? 

There has come to my attention a movement known 
as “Unity.” It savors of man’s efforts inasmuch as 
any victory gained over sin or ill health is credited 
to “Unity” rather than to the power of God through 
Christ. Personally, I have found Him sufficient for all 
my needs, but friends are becoming interested in this 
movement and I would greatly value your discussing 
it in Notes on Open Letters. This department has al- 
ways been so helpful, and has answered many of my 
own questions through the queries of others.—A Mich- 
igan Reader. 


“Unity” denies the deity of Christ, and asserts the 
union, or unity, of all men with God. Thus it re- 
jects the fundamental teachings of God’s Word con- 
cerning both man and Christ. 

One of its official publications says: “You may rest 
assured that we do believe in the divinity of Jesus 
Christ. Our explanation of his divine nature is, how- 
ever, somewhat different from that offered by the 
orthodox schools. We believe in Jesus as the Son 
of God, as the Word made flesh, but we do not wor- 
ship him as God... . 1t will make the matter clearer 
to you if you note the difference between the words 
‘deity’ and ‘divinity.’ Deity means God, whereas di- 
vinity means godlike, that is, like God. . . . This is 
exactly the relationship between God and Jesus. Jesus 
is divine but he is not deity.” 

“Unity” denies, of course, the efficacy of the shed 
blood of Christ and his death as man’s only way of 
salvation. It says, “Jesus is our saviour because he 
lived for us.” 

The natural man, being one with God, needs no 
Saviour, but merely needs to express and assert the 
God within him’ This is the teaching of “Unity.” 

One of the plausible and deceptive things about 
this false religion, as in the case of so many other 
false religions, is that it takes many truths and bless- 
ings that God’s Word shows are for the born-again 
believer only, and applies them to all men, including 
the natural, unregenerate, sinful man. New Thought, 
and Christian Science, and other similar anti-Chris- 
tian cults do the same, and have much in common with 
“Unity.” It is a simple matter to test any religious 
teaching by the Word of God; and one of the -surest 
tests is its position concerning fallen, lost man, and 
the shed blood of Christ as the only way of salvation. 
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When Fred Goforth Went 


ah i HE strange part of it is, I did not want 
to go to Keswick.” That is what Fred 
Gotorth, studying for the ministry in Can- 
ada, frankly says about himself. And while 
he “did not want to go,” his parents, Dr. and 
Mrs. Jonathan Goforth, twelve thousand miles 
away in China were praying that he would at- 
tend a Victorious Life Conference at America’s 
Keswick some time during the summer. 


Mrs. Goforth once wrote a book, “How I 
Know God Answers Prayer”; and now she 
knows it again. Her son went. To be sure, 
he did not want-to go even when he went. He 


was thinking to himself, “I know what kind ° 


of people,go there — cranks and fanatics. They 
will be sure to find me out.” But he went. 


He has written out his own story for The 
Sunday School Times. He will tell you; in an 
early issue, not only what the Lord did for 
him last summer at Keswick, but what the 
Lord is doing for him now. The message of 
Keswick is not in the past tense. 


Mr. Goforth tells frankly of his own unsat- 
isfied and miserable existence before last sum- 
mer, although he was studying for the minis- 
try. He tells of the “uncanny persistence” with 
which the Devil kept after him during the con- 
ference. He tells of the Lord’s loving demand 
for everything. And he tells how he “simply 
crossed oyer into the Promised Land.” 


You will want to read this testimony. You 
will praise God with Fred Goforth after read- 
ing it, and with his father and mother out in 
China. If you are not praising God just as he 
is, now, you may have a great hunger and thirst 
as you lay down his story,— and then perhaps 
you will dare to trust the Lord yourself. 





Scientists’ Unwilling Discoveries 
WELL-KNOWN physician and scientist of 
England, Dr. A. T. Schofield, has made a 
remarkable study of the way that scientists in 
recent years have, by their own discoveries, been 

unwillingly forced into the presence of God. 
They have found, for example, that atoms 


are never still but incessantly moving. Dr. 
Schofield says: 


“If a table turns without a visible cause we 
explain, ‘This is the work of a spirit!’ But 
every atom of the table is incessantly revolving 
with incalculable speed: is not this also the 
work of a Spirit? 


“The germ in an egg contains countless mole- 
cules in incessant motion which are all alike; 
and yet if these are subjected to gentle heat they 
all begin to make various structures, which will 
become the organs, bones, beak, and feathers 
of a bird; and every single atom must occupy 
its right place, for every one is needed. 


“If we were to take all the letters in Shakes- 
peare’s plays and jumble them together, and 
then shut them into an egg-shell, and were to 
find that by gentle warmth the letters arranged 
themselves into the plays and sonnets, it would 
be far less wonderful than the formation of a 
chicken. When we consider -that the atoms in 
an egg which construct all the molecular com- 
binations of a chicken—its veins, arteries, 
bones, muscles—are at first exactly similar 
in proportion and position, we shall experience 
no surprise that scientists in their study feel 
they are in the presence of an unseen and 
mighty force, far beyond all human conception.” 


Dr. Schofield’s startling and fascinating study 
of “Religion and Science” was recently pre- 
sented before the Victoria Institute, or Philo- 
sophical Society of Great Britain, and he has 
given The Sunday School Times the exclusive 
American rights of publication. It will appear 
as a series of articles in these columns. 





Christian people who want to know the Lord, 
and the Lord’s universe, find their hearts and 
minds enriched by such unusual contributions 
as those here announced, which are continually 
appearing in The Sunday School Times. If 
your subscription needs to be renewed soon, 
won’t you hand it promptly to your club sec- 
retary, or send it. directly to the Times office, 
so as to run no risk of missing these articles? 
And if you have friends who are not now tak- 
ing the paper, but who would eagerly read such 
articles as these, won’t you pass on the good 
news to them, and bring them into The Sunday 
School Times Family ? 
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Lesson for November 28 
Judges 7 : 1-25 
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Annie Trumbull Slosson and Her Writings 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 
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great new excitement, that first. amaze. and 

wonder, had quieted: down. The feel of that 
warm glow on their foreheads from the fire of the 
Spirit was fading away, the rushin’ wind had died 
out, the eager, hot, loving words so full o’ meaning 
that they spoke plain to every soul there, strangers 
and foreigners and home folks alike, was growing 
fewer and quieter. The revival was over! That’s 
always a terrible dangerous time. ... : . 

“And then they went on, kept on steadfastly, steadily. 

“Those two words mean so much. Not by fits and 
starts, excited one. minute, dull and slow the next, full 
of hope now, then in a jiffy despairing and discouraged. 
The Bible uses those words lots. Peter and John, you 
know, when they saw their Lord carried up away 
from them, gazed up steadfastly. Paul found nothing 
better to say to the Corinthians than, ‘Therefore be 
ye steadfast,’ and Peter himself tells his beloved to 
beware how they fall from their own steadfastness, 
He knew, you see, how easy it was to do that. But, 
dear land! he was as firm and steady now as the rock 
his name stood for. And so, though that first stir 
and light and fire and glory had passed by, these new 
baptized souls continuing steadfast, going daily to 
meeting (take notice of that!), with prayer, with 
Christian fellewship, with the breaking of bread, with 
free-handed charity to all who had need, did as you'd 
nat’rally think they would; with health of body as 
well as soul they ate their meat with gladness and 
singleness of heart.” 

That was a lesson “Aunt Abby” found in the sec- 
ond chapter’ of Acts, when as a shut-in member of 
the Home Department she wrote on the Sunday-school 
lessons for the world-wide family of The Sunday 
School. Times readers. “Aunt Abby’s Home Depart- 
ment” was one of the unique creations of Mrs. Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, searching, in its spiritual insight, 
and rich with the characteristics of old-fashioned New 
England life and atmosphere,—though perhaps’ few 
today remember this contribution of Mrs. Slosson’s 
in comparison with her better known writings. It is 
worth remembering, as we look back over the long and 
— life that was called to be with the Lord last 
month. . 


How Aunt Abby’s Lesson Talks Began 

Readers of the Times will be interested to know 
how Aunt Abby’s lesson talks came to be. The Sun- 
day School Times was founded in 1859, and the year 
1909 was its Jubilee, or fiftieth anniversary. Mrs. 
Slosson was “Aunt Annie” to the Editor, and had been 
like a second mother to him from the time of his 
earliest boyhood. He felt that it would be a fitting 
thing to signalize the Times’ Jubilee Year if Mrs. 
Slosson would put one of her famous New England 
characters, Aunt Abby, into the lesson pages. So he 
had the temerity to suggest this, in the early autumn 
of 1908. After a visit in Mrs. Slosson’s New York 
home, when the matter was proposed and talked over, 
he received the following characteristic letter: 


“DEAR CHARLEY: 

“The night you were here I lay awake till after three, 
worrying about your request and wishing I had had 
strength of mind to refuse it. 

“I saw plainly—and am-still sure of it—that I 
must never at my age and in my state of Trumbull 
nerves bind myself by a promise to do a weekly piece 
of writing for a year. The writing would not have 
value, and I should be miserable over it. 

“Then your letter came, full of trust in my doing 
the thing, and I was ‘all upsot.’? Yesterday after break- 
fast I thought I would write you. Standing at my 
table I took up the lesson list you left.. Glancing at 


rei HE day of Pentecost was most -over. That 





Editor’s Note.—Books by Mrs. Slosson, now out of print, 
are the following: 

The China Hunters’ Club. 

Aunt Liefy. 

Anna Malann. 

Aunt Abby’s Neighbors. 

A Dissatisfied Soul, and a Prophetic Romancer. 

Dumb Foxglove, and Other Stories. 

Seven Dreamers: Seven Stories. 

White Christopher. 

“And Other Folks.” 

The following are still -obtainable, and may be ordered 
from either the publishers named or The Sunday School 
Times Company at the prices given, plus ten percent for 
postage: 

Fishin’ Jimmy (Scribners, New York, 60 cents), 

A Local Colorist (Scribners, $1). 

Story-Tell Lib (Scribners, 60 cents), 

The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark. ($1). 

“A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem (75 cents). 

Puzzled Souls ($1). 

-Simples -from-the-Master’s Garden ($1.50). 


Mrs. Slosson, whose death occurred last month in 
- New York City, was a sister of the former Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, H. Clay Trumbull, 
and_an aunt of the present Editor, who writes this 
. sketch, Her many books and articles on New 
England life are greatly loved, and are well known 
to readers of the Times. The present sketch will 
be followed by two others, on Mrs. Slosson’s lov- 
ing and unusual relationship with her old family 
servants at the Hartford home; and her extraor- 
dinary scientific researches and world-wide recog- 
nition as botanist and entomologist. 








the first number, for January 3, a thought came to me, 
I reached for a pen, dropped into a seat and wrote, 
without pausing an instant. It was finished in forty 
minutes by the clock, 

“Now, it may not be at all what you want; I am 
quite uncertain. It is bad ‘copy,’ and I don’t want 
to send it if it can be helped, I want to read it to you 
and see myself if you really approve. Then ] want 
to talk with you. I cannot, will not, agree to do the 
articles regularly. If, however, you care to say that 
Mrs. A. T. S. will ‘from time to time’ or ‘occasionally’ 
write a column about Aunt Abby in the Home Depart- 
ment, you may, and Ill do what I can, _ But that is 
all—I know that I am right. 

“Now, when can you run over for an evening, ar- 
riving an hour or so before dinner if possible? The 
sooner the better, as 1 am in the mood! 

“I have just written Sophy [the late Mrs. Wattles, 
the eldest sister of the Editor, and widow of John D. 
Wattles who was for many years Publisher of The 
Sunday School Times] and said that if an author’s 
own tears proved his work’s power, this was kind o’ 
strong, for I cried all over it as I wrote it! 

“All as usual here. Love to Aline. 

“Your loving, 
“Aunt A.” 


The lesson study that “Aunt Abby” had written 
after Mrs. Slosson knew she couldn’t was the one 
from which the quotation is taken at the beginning 
of this article. More than a score of those remark- 
able, homely, luminous expositions of the Word ap- 
peared during the year 1909. She was seventy years 
old when she began them, and she had passed her 
eightieth birthday when she wrote “And Other Folks.” 

Another letter from Mrs. Slosson gives an interest- 
ing glimpse of how she wrote, and how deeply she 
identified herself with her characters: 

“It’s all right, Charley dear. I am always so afraid 
of bringing a stain on my literary career by breaking 
a promise by word or act. I have written another 
talk, between the Ascension one and the Trial of Peter 
and John. Now I have six, nearly 5,000 words in all! 
and I hope to give you at least six more, but —that’s 
not a promise. ; 

“Aunt Abby seems to touch only one point in each 
lesson, and that not a prominent one. I suppose it’s 
the one that goes to her heart, though, and so I let 
her talk about it. This is not affectation on my part, 
Charley. I really do not seem to know, when I begin 
one of these, what little thing will strike my mythical 
old woman, and it comes with a sort of surprise.” 


Just before these unusual lesson articles appeared 
Mrs. Slosson told, in these pages, “How ,Aunt Abby 
Joined the Home Department.” It was a quaint and 
beautiful sketch, telling how the “mythical old woman” 
became a shut-in through illness, how delighted she 
was to learn of the Home Department of the Sun- 
day-school, and what her membership had come to 
mean to her through the riches of God’s Word. Here 
was Shape Abby’s closing testimony in that introductory 
sketch: ' 


“Yes, we’re a poor, weak, crippled fot of folks, take 
us all in all. But He preached to such, and helped 
such, and I know in my old heart that He preaches 
to us and helps each one, studying by themselves in 
their poor way, or gathered in my little home. 

“Sc here I am, as I said before, shut out from the 
public worship of God, from the Sunday-school that 
meets over there in the meeting-house in that blessed 
upper room, And, though I don’t mean to talk much 
about it, it’s more’n likely, they say, I never shall be 
strong and spry again in this world. 

“But I belong to the Home Department, and I love 
it and set by it more’n I can tell you. Many Sundays 
I have to just keep in a dark room alone, having to 
lay still and know that He is God and wills it. so. 
But even then I’m thinking of the lesson, and, if my 
old head will let me, I go over it in my mind, trying 


to make the story real and to pictur’ out the folks 
in it. Some days I’m so weak and tired I can’t do 
anything but play I’m one of the sick and dying 
brought to him on a bed, and that I shall hear, after 
a spell, that voice bidding me arise. I drop off to 
sleep frequently thinking that. So, though I ain’t very 
reg lar, you see, I keep on saying I belong to the Home 
Department, and I’ll call myself a member of it*till 
— well, till another Visitor comes in, and I go to that 
Home Department in another upper room in one of 
the many mansions, where the dear Lord Himself is 
the Teacher.” 


Mrs. Slosson was born at Stonington, Conn., May 
18, 1838. She was therefore in her eighty-ninth year 
when her death occurred October 4 in New York 
City, where she had lived for many years. As her 
body was laid at rest in the family burying place in 
the Spring Grove Cemetery at Hartford, it was in- 
teresting to note some of the dates of birth and death 
of other members of the Trumbull family in that his- 
toric place. It is hard to realize, for example, what 
a link Mrs, Slosson was between the present generation 
of Trumbulls living in Philadelphia, Hartford, and 
elsewhere, and Revolutionary War days. On the 
granite stone in the Hartford cemetery are the names 
of her father and mother, Gurdon and Sarah Trum- 
bull. Gurdon Trumbull was born in Norwich, Conn., 
January 21, 1790,—or nine years after Cornwallis 
surrendered to Washington! Sarah Trumbull, Mrs. 
Slosson’s mother, was born in 1799. Thus Mrs. 
Slosson stood as a connecting link between the gener- 
ation of the latter part of the eighteenth century and 
a generation in the early part of the twen- 
tieth, 

Her brothers and sister were notable characters: 
James Hammond, the famous philologist and histori- 
cal authority, noted for his mastery of Indian lan- 
guages in North America, and Secretary of State for 
Connecticut during the Civil War; Mary, whose in- 
terest in pottery and proceiain started a collection that 
she and her husband, Dr. William C. Prime, made so 
representative that it was eventually presented to 
Princeton University, as the Trumbull-Prime Museum; 
Charles Edward, whose oratorical powers made an 
unforgettable impression on his generation at Yale 
College; Thomas Swan, whose brilliant work as Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel during the Civil War resulted in his 
death in 1865; Gurdon, an authority in ornithology, 
who became also the foremost fish painter of his day 
in America; and Henry Clay, for many years Editor 
of The Sunday School Times, whose life work is well 
known to readers of this paper as archeologist, ex- 
plorer in Bible lands, Bible expositor, and writer of 
more than thirty volumes in varied fields. 


Her Gift of Making Her Characters Real 


Annie Trumbull Slosson was distinguished as a 
writer, a botanist,.and an entomologist. Her books 
were known and loved literally around the world. 
She had a rare gift of portraying human nature in 
quamt New England characters so vividly and. con- 
vincingly that it was commonly supposed that her 
stories were sketches of actual persons. They were 
indeed sketches of real life, as she set down things she 
had seen and heard for many years in the country 
districts of New Hampshire and Connecticut and other 
parts of New England. But her characters, while 
often based on real persons, were imaginary, — fiction 
at its best. Some of her writings have been cited both 
in Great Britain and in America as ideal types of the 
American short story. Thus an article in the London 
Spectator on “The American Short Story” called at- 
tention to the first sketch of this sort that she ever 
wrote, “How Faith Came and Went,” as a superior 
type of its school. 

Mrs. Slosson used to tell, with amusement, of her 
first published “piece.” She wrote it when she was 
nine years old, for a Sunday-school paper, —a “poem” 
of four stanzas entitled “The Dying Child.” At sev- 
enteen her first published story appeared in one of the 
Harpers’ publications. In those days she ‘never wrote 
over her own name. Her first book was the now 
famous and rare volume on pottery and procelain, 
“The China Hunters’ Club,” illustrated by her brother 
Gurdon, and published by the Harpers in 1878. The 
Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia in 1876 had 
given an impetus to the then new “fad” of collecting 
china. 

But the book by which Mrs. Slosson will be remem- 
bered above all her other writings is “Fishin’ Jimmy.” 

Professor William Milligan Sloane, the brilliant 


teacher of history at Princeton and Columbia, and a 
warm personal friend of Mrs. Slosson and her brother- 
in-law Dr. William C. Prime, was editing the new 
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Princeton Review, a revival of. the old magazine of 
that name, and he asked Mrs. Slosson to write a story 
fur the first issue. She wrote a manuscript that she 
called “Fishin’ Jimmy.’ After she had finished it she 
was so dissatistidd that she crumpled it up and was 
about to burn it, but it lay in her desk for some weeks. 

One day Dr. Prime asked her about it. She told 
him it was not good enough to publish. “Read it to 
me,” he asked, and she did so. He was very much 
touched by the story, but she attributed this to his 
interest in fishing, — he was a devoted and indefatig- 
able fisherman, in the trout streams and lakes of Fran- 
conia, N. H., in the summer, and in Florida waters 
in the winter. However, she yielded to his urgency 
and sent the thanuscript to the Princeton Review, where 
it appeared in the second issue. 

It was promptly pirated by a publisher in Scotland. 

Meantime Dr. Prime, who was Editor of the New 
York Journal of Commerce, and Charles Dudley War- 
ner of the Hartford Courant took up “Fishin’ Jimmy” 
with vigorous enthusiasm, and it was soon brought out 
us a book by Randolph, in New York, It has run 
through many editions since then, and is still in con- 
tinual demand. While Mrs. Slosson was staying at 
the Delaware Water Gap, Pa., in the summer of 1917, 
a missionary from Syria made an -address, and said 
that one of the favorite books among the young peo- 
ple in her field was “Fishin’ Jimmy” in Arabic. 

Peculiarly was it true of dear, lovable old “Fishin’ 
Jimmy” that people were sure that he had actually 
lived and died in the “peaceful little village among 
the northern hills” of Franconia. Some even resented 
it when they were told that the book was fiction. A 
review on the subject of fishing tackle and angling 
appeared, saying that any father who had a boy in- 
terested in fishing would find what kind of rods and 
tackle to use from this sketch. 

An anonymous reader of “Fishin’ Jimmy” sent 
Mrs. Slosson a small sum of money to be used in tak- 
ing care of Jimmy’s grave. She could not return it, 
as the donor did not sign his name; so she gave it to 
the little burial ground at Franconia where Jimmy 
would have been buried had he really lived and died. 

A large bundle of papers was’'sent to her, at one 
time, to be forwarded to “Anna Malann,” another of 
Mrs, Slosson’s fancy-children. 

Mrs. Slosson rarely wrote any story that she had 
not thought about for months before. She would fairly 
live with her characters, in imagination, until they 
became real human beings and friends to her. Con- 
cerning one such story, she wrote in a letter to the 
present writer: 

“You don’t know how glad I am to read your words 
about my little story. I wanted you to like it!... 
1 was never more interested myself in writing a 
Story. .. . Of course it is not founded on fact, but 
the child is very real to me, for I lived with her for 
several months before telling of her.” 

She could not write unless she was so full of her 
subject that she could not help writing! Save for 
slight changes or additions, she seldom did any re- 
writing, which is rather unusual. But the only long 
story she ever did at one sitting, — stopping only for 
luncheon,— was “Aunt Liefy,” and after she had 
finished that her wrist was so lame that she had to 
bathe it in hot water. 

Mrs. Slosson’s humor never failed her. It would 
flash out in conversation, in letters, and of course m 
her writing. In a letter to her nephew, mentioning 
a new manuscript that she thought he might like for 
The Sunday School Times, she said: 

“Do you care to see it? Don't hesitate to turn it 
down if not suited to your paper, — I’m tough-skinned 
after my years of journalism. 

“No S. S. T. last week! Has it bust?” 

Mrs. Slosson was brought up an old-fashioned 
Christian, and such she remained throughout her life. 
She read with interest of the controversy between 
Modernism and Fundamentalism, and she had little 
use for Modernism. She used to tell us that, when she 
felt the need of a really spiritual atmosphere and soul- 
satisfaction, she would go off by herself to a little 
meeting she had discovered in New York City, held 
by the Salvation Army, and there she would sit and 
listen with a glowing heart to the burning testimonies 
of those who were saved and knew that they were 
saved, and could tell you just when, and how. One 
day she arose in the meeting and gave her own testi- 
mony, like the rest. As she sat down—her face was 
well known to the Salvationists from her frequent at- 
tendance at their meetings—the leader cailed out, 
“Won't you tell us your name, Sister?” : 

“No,” she answered with a smile, “there isn’t any 
need of that; I’m just a plain, old-fashioned Christian.” 

One day a minister friend was calling on her who 
was a pronounced Modernist. In the course of their 
conversation, — she had the highest esteem for him as 
a friend, but not for his theological position, — she 
took occasion to speak rather severely of the views 
of Modernists, and she said it was -really. difficult to 
understand how anyone of intelligence could hold 
such foolish, irrational views. After standing it for 
a while, the minister said, with a smile, “Perhaps you 
do not know, Mrs. Slosson, that I am rather inclined, 
myself, toward some of the positions of Modernism?” 

“Of course I know it,” she answered emphatically ; 
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and then she added, with a twinkle in her eye, “Do you 
suppose I would have said what I did if I had not 
known it?” . 

Last Easter Mr. Philip E. Howard, President of 
The Sunday School Times Company (whose wife is a 
daughter of the Jate Henry Clay Trumbull and a niece 
of Mrs. Slosson), when asked to make an Easter ad- 
dress through the broadcasting station of the Seaside 
Hotel at Atlantic City, read aloud over the radio a 
beautiful poem that Mrs. Slosson had published in 
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The Sunday School Times in 1911, “A Child’s Easter.” 
It touched her very deeply to learn that this piece of 
hers had.been sent out over the air at the Easter sea- 
son, to countless hearers, and Mr. Howard had evi- 
dence of the blessing that it had carried. We did not 
know, then, that it was her last Easter on earth, and that 
the next anniversary of our Lord’s resurrection would 
be spent in his presence, awaiting his return to this 
earth to call her body from the grave. 
(To be continued) 
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This fourth article by Miss Pankhurst in her series ‘‘The World’s Unrest ’’ takes up another of the many indica- 
tions in current events leading to the early fulfillment of end-time prophecy. Are there those among your 
Jriends and acquaintances who might be helped and strengthened by these discerning interpretations of history in the 
making ? The entire series appearing in 1 he Sunday School Times, as well as much additional material, may 


be had in a handsome volume now ready jor distribution. 


It is entitled ‘*The World’s Unrest: Visions of the 


Dawn" ($2, postage 15 cents), published in the United States by The Sunday School Times Company. 


notice that the imperial territory comprised certain 

lands, situated in the Mediterranean region, which 
are now Moslem. All this territory shou.d, so far as 
our understanding of prophecy goes, become part of 
the renewed Empire. Even now a large part of ‘it 
does so belong — that is to say, it is under the power 
or the influence of one or other of the Latin nations 
or of Great Britain. This is true of Morocco, Algiers, 
Tunis, Tripoli, Egypt, Palestine, Syria, and Mesopo- 
tamia. 

The inclusion in the Empire of the various Moslem 
peoples concerned is not simply a prophetic necessity. 
It is today, and will soon be even more so, regarded 
by statesmen of Western Europe as a political and in- 
ternational necessity. The new Roman Empire would 
not be itself if shorn of its historic Oriental domain! 
For prestige, for prosperity, for defense, its extra- 
European domain was prized by ancient Rome. For 
these very same reasons the reviving Empire desires 
them now. A clash with the Orient is feared, — pri- 
vately by statesmen, publicly by many writers. A pre- 
ventive measure has been suggested. It is this: To 
divide those forces that might otherwise and for pur- 
poses of aggression be united, by bringing the Mos- 
lems of the Mediterranean basin into partnership with 
Western Europe. That will produce the complete 
geographical reconstitution of the Roman Empire as 
it existed long ago. Better to have Islam for us than 
against us is already being argued. Not only is it 
needful to detach the Islamic peoples from the .Orien- 
tal mass in order to preserve a safe international bal- 
ance, but Islam on its own account could be a formid- 
able foe, as Europe has in days gone by discovered 
from bitter experience. 

The Russian Soviet influence now operates to com- 
plicate relations between Islam and Europe, and, to 
quote the French Deputy, M. André Fribourg, in an 
article entitled “Islam, Soviets, Europe”: “It is time 
for all the peoples threatened to realize the peril, and 
to practice as between these two adversaries a policy 
of dissociation.” The chosen method of dissociation 
will be to associate with Western Europe the peoples, 
now Moslem, whom the Romans in their time and 
Alexander ,the Great before them brought within the 
charmed circle of the West. 

The existence of a danger and the need of some 
policy, some action, to meet it is being widely affirmed. 
For instance, the English Review has said: 

“Asia is stirring. Her. long sleep broken at last, 
she looks with a new sense of gathering unity and 
with hope of ultimate triumph at the white men, whom 
she has seen hurled back by a victorious Japan at the 
Gate of China, massacring each other in desperate 
internecine strife during four years of war. ... The 
legend of white invincibility is shattered forever; the 
world hegemony of the white man is doomed and 
draws swiftly toward its end. These are the thoughts, 
these the articulate ideas in minds working among 
nearly a thousand millions of the human race.” 

Concerning Islam, the English Review goes on to 
Say: 

“In the very van of this immense resurgence, like 
an organized force in the midst of inchoate legions, 
Islam is rearing again the banner that in the past so 
long overshadowed Christendom with its folds. From 
two hundred to two hundred and fifty millions is the 
estimated number of Mohammedans, and their religion 
is dominant throughout Southern. Asia (with the ex- 
ception of India, where they are in a minority), and 
the whole of Northern Africa from the Mediterranean 
to the Sahara. Beyond that limit are they now ex- 
tending their sway, for they are making converts in 
vast numbers among the Central African blacks. We 
have been born and bred in that period —brief even 
as the life of a nation is measured — when the force 
of Islam had sunk to its lowest ebb and the para- 
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mountcy of the West .seemed as permanent as the 
Himalayas. Yet so lately as the year 1683 Europe was 
still trembling before the advance of the Turk, and a 
Mohammedan army was besieging Vienna.” 

Earlier times saw Spain undef a Moslem dominion 
lasting for centuries, and the complete conquest of 
Europe narrowly averted at the battle of Poictiers. 

Surveying the modern revival and extension of 
Islam, the English Review inquires: “Whence comes 
the present wondrous renaissance of Islam?” and how 
is it that “a religion that fifty or a hundred years ago 
seemed, superficially at least, waning into the limbo 
of forgotten things has found the source of a new life 
and has become once more a great and growing re- 
ality?” The writer attributes it largely to the activity 
of the Arabian Moslem sect, the Wahabis under the 
Saund. After depicting the result of such a calamity 
as a conflict between East and West, the article con- 
cludes: “These giant shadows of the coming time 
are already beginning to throw their darkness over the 
earth, To face, not to ignore them, is the part of 
wisdom.” 

They will be dispelled, these and all dark shadows, 
when Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, casts the light 
of his presence upon the earth. How much better that 
prospect than the one limned by M. Gustave le Bon 
im a recent article headed “The Menace of Conflict 
Between the Orient and the Occident,” in which he 
writes as though the most that the human race can 
hope is “not to go dewn too quickly into the eternal 
abyss to which the laws of evolution lead men, em- 
pires, and gods.” M. le Bon declares: 

_“Asia knows the European States to be profoundly 
divided and incapable of union. . . . It is obviously 
possible that the peoples of the East, having the Rus- 
sian armies at their head, may one day invade the 
West. . .. A host of terrifying hypotheses can be 
formed on the subject.” He maintains, however, that 
such developments are as much beyond our control as 
an earthquake or the cooling of the planet. They 
show that “if human intelligence has evolved more 
rapidly than the feelings and passions, it has yet re- 
mained their slave, for it furnishes ambition and hate 
with the means of destruction, which will soon en- 
able the annihilation of whole cities with their in- 
habitants.” 

While the human feelings and passions remain thus 
unregulated, the future, according to M. le Bon, re- 
mains too much charged with menace for .it to be pos- 
sible to predict human destiny. 

_Almighty God has, however, predicted it —has pre- 
dicted that his Son, “the Lord our Righteousness,” 
shall make human hearts obedient to his will,” and 
shall cause the diyine kingdom to extend throughout the 
universe. As the divine King of all nations, of the 
East as of the West, the Lord Jesus can and will, on 
his return, now so near, solve the racial. question ac- 
cording to an ideal of his own, which is as far beyond 
the human mind to conceive as it is beyond human 
love and human power to apply. 

Meanwhile publicists and statesmen are casting about 
for human means of averting calamity and regulating 
relations between the East and the West. 

The winner of the American Bok Peace Award, 
Dr. Charles Levermore, after he had won it, made 
a survey of the “sore spots” where lie the chief dan- 
gers-to world peace. First among these, he singled 
out Islam. He described the peril an@ suggested a 
remedy. The peril he sees thus: 

“Islam is essentially a militant religion. Its spirit 
tends toward a fiercé fanaticism. The Mohammedan 
ideal today is but little different from that of the 
Arabs who went forth centuries ago to conquer Chris- 
tian peoples. The foundations of the Saracenic power 
were laid in war. The conclusion is that Mohamme- 
danism is a source of danger to international peace 
because its founders based it upon force, bade it go 
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forth to conquer, and blessed it in so doing. In this 
respect Islam is unique among the important religions.” 

‘the remedy that Dr. Levermore proposes is that 
Islam shall be won to friendship and co-operation. 
He says: 

“If the organized world now functioning at Geneva 
can find out how to attract and retain the co-operation 
of orthodox Moslem states, and can through them, 
without injury to legitimate aspirations toward inde- 
pendence, begin to soften this untamed and aggressive 
spirit by the process of friendly counsel and goodwill, 
it will thereby go far toward the healing of one of 
the most dangerous aberrations of the human mind.” 

That happens to be the very line upon which the 
nations of the Roman Empire are going to move. A 
tentative step in that direction was made by the adop- 
tion of the Mandatory system. This was a modifica- 
tion of the cruder method of taking “and exercisiug 
unrestricted domination over the lands concerned. The 
Mandatory Powers, Great Britain and France, have 
already modified their Mandates, thus advancing far- 
ther on the path of conciliation. Iraq is no longer 
under Mandate as she was at the outset, but under a 
régime according greater independence. The French 
are following suit in Syria. The Mandate system as 
applied to these regions is virtually ended except in 
Palestine, which a subsequent article will discuss. 

In the name of self-determination of peoples and 
self-government, the Southern Mediterranean peo- 
ples who have been under European control, whether 
from pre-war days or only since the war, are de- 
manding a change. There are three ways of respond- 
ing to this demand, First, to resist the demand by 
force; second, to let them go and become entirely 
separate from, and perhaps antagonistic to, Europe. 
The third way is at once or progressively to withdraw 
control, substituting for it, in manner adapted to each 
one of the Moslem peoples concerned, a contract of 
alliance and co-operation, providing for economic ad- 
vantage and martial defense. Something of this was 
foreshadowed about a year ago by the French 
representative on the League of Nations, M. Paul 
Boncour. 

On the subject of French Colonial policy he re- 
marked that a new point of departure has been reached. 
It is high time, he maintained, to oppose the policy of 
Moscow, “which tends to nothing less than to sub- 
merge the world under a flood of exasperated nation- 
alism,” a general and organic conception. This con- 
ception, without in anything repudiating the great his- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


toric fact represented by the foundation of the colonial 
empire, should, said M. Boncour, be directed — not 
precipitately, not violating the fundamental differences 
of race and culture—toward making this evolve 
toward its proper end, which is, under a régime of 
treaties and economic co-operation, the progressive 
liberation of the conquered peoples, already liberated 
by our conquest from the previously existing anarchy 
and servitude to their own chiefs. Since then the new 
development of French policy in-Syria has begun. 

At no distant time, it would seem, the new settle- 
ment with Islam will be made. Though the settie- 
ment apply only to the Moslem peoples dwelling within 
the old Koman border line, yet the ramifications of 
Islam are so many and far-reaching that, through their 
association with these peoples, the Western nations 
may expect to be in peaceful relation with the Islamic 
world as a whole. That, indeed, is one more of the 
facts explaining the prophesied supremacy of the Ro- 
man Empire in the closing period of this age. Persia 
may be expected to side with the Empire, and she is, 
of course, part of the image-territory involved in 
Daniei’s prophecy. Of more distant lands it may be 
true tomorrow as it was in-old times, when, says Gib- 
bon, the Roman name was revered among the most 
remote nations of the earth. Con8idering the vast 
territories on the map of the Empire and the other 
affiliations that this restored Roman Empire will have, 
its prophesied power is not wholly surprising. 

What will draw the Moslem peoples into willing 
association with Western Europe is above all the 
might, the prestige, the attraction, the glamour, of the 
Roman Empire to which, in ancient times, they did 
actually belong. eg 

The compelling power of this great Institution, 
even in its, decline, was such that the very foes who 
could have’ destroyed it preferred to become part of 
and to restore it. “The grandeur that was Rome” is 
to be outshone by the grandeur that will be, in its 
final career. ; 

Then there is the magnetic power of leadership. 
This, the final leader of Rome, whosoever he may 
prove to be, will possess in excelsis. And the Moslem 
believes in leadership, thrills to it, answers to it. As 
in a “magic” painting book, the colors come to sight 
at the touch of the moistened brush, we see, now that 
the brush of the fullness of time touches the prophetic 
picture drawn go long ago, the colors start into life 
and the picture steadily becomes complete. 


Paris, FRANCE. 








As told by a new Christmas tree exercise 











The Christmas Story for Little Folks 


By Hattie B. Veasey 














tree that differed from the usual kind, being made 

of crepe paper and colored pictures. As we put 
it together we told the ever beautiful Christmas story 
and endeavored to point out the deeper meaning of 
the tree. It made such a successful Christmas exercise 
for the department that we thought others might like 
to know about it. ~ 

The tree was made of green crepe paper, simply cut 
out with about eight points, and set into a tub that may 
be made of red paper or white crayoned with red. 
The height of our tree was about four feet, tub and 
stetn of tree included, and with wide spreading 
branches. The stem was colored brown. 

It is well to put the tree on the wall the Sunday 
previous to the exercise and have the children start 
to make the things to go on it so they will become 
interested. Make sketches of a candle, candy cane, 
wreath, teddy bear, doll, ship, Christmas box, sheep, 
cow, three wise men, and shepherds. Good pictures 
of*the holy family and angels may be cut from a 
magazine. Give these to the children to color with 
crayons and cut out. They all enjoy helping. 

For the day of the exercise select a good reader or 
several readers to be ready when called upon for the 
Scripture texts.’ With the regular opening and closing 
exercises, and a Christmas hymn, this will take up the 
entire study period. 

First, paste the star of silver paper in the top of 
the tree, asking the children what that reminds them of. 
“The birth of the Christ Child,” they will answer. 
“Where ?” o> 

“In Bethlehem.” 

“In a house or inn in Bethlehem?” 

“No, in a stable.” 

“Why not in the inn?” 

“Because there was no room.” 

First Reader.— “And she brought forth her firstborn 
son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid 
him in a manger; because there was no- room for them 
in the inn” (Luke 2:7). 

(Next paste below the star the picture of the holy 
family.) 

Leader—Now God, the heavenly Father, had prom- 
ised a long time ago that Jesus would be born, and 
that he would be born in Bethlehem. 
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Second Reader.—‘But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, 
though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, 
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Israel” (Mic. 5:2). 

Leader.—God knew that his people were very un- 
happy. King David had been dead many years: and 
other kings, often wicked ones, had reigned, until now 
they had to obey the Roman ruler, soethey longed for 
a king of their own. God had promised that One 
greater than even David should come to rule his peo- 
ple, and God never forgets his promises and does 
everything as he plans. 

Now, when God sent the angel Gabriel to tell Mary 
that she was to be the mother of Jesus, did she live 
in Bethlehem? No, she lived in Nazareth of Galilee, 
about eighty-five- miles away, but you remember that 
Jesus was to be born in Bethlehem. About this time 
the Roman emperor said that everybody had to pay 
more taxes and they all had to go back to the city 
from which their family had come. Now Joseph, 
Mary’s husband, was descended from the royal line 
of David. -So you see how God’s plan worked out 
that Mary and Joseph should be in Bethlehem at this 
time. As we said before, on account of the great 
crowds there was no room for them except in a stable, 
and there that night the little Christ Child was born. 
His mother wrapped him up and laid him in the man- 
ger. The manger, you know, is the places where the 
food is put for the animals, so it made_a crib for the 
baby Jesus._ ~ 

- (Now paste the shepherds on the tree:) 


_** In‘ that country that night were shepherds watching 
over their flocks, when suddenly an angel appeared to 


them ‘and the glory of the Lord shone around them 
so they were afraid, but the angel spoke to» them. 

' Third Reader.—“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you 
good tidings of great joy, which shall be to-all people: 
For ‘unto you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall 
be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped 
in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. 

[Paste the angels on the tree.] 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude 
of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men” (Luke 2: 13, 14). 
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Leader.—When they had gone away the shepherds 
said one to another, “Let us now go even unto Beth- 
lehem, and see this thing the Lord hath made known 
to us.” They went with haste, and found Mary, Joseph, 
and the baby Jesus, just as the angels had said. 

Now, children, one lovely thought about this is 
that the very first people who were told about the 
coming of Jesus were not kings and queens or mighty 
ones, but just plain people like you and me, so we know 
that God loves all of us no matter who we are. Who 
else came to see Jesus, and how were they guided? 

“The wise men, and they saw the star in the East.” 

(Paste the wise men on the tree.) 


Leader.—Yes, they came from across the desert 
riding upon camels following this bright star which 
they knew foretold the birth of a King, because they 
were men who studied the heavens and had great 
knowledge about many things. When they came to 
Jerusalem they asked Herod the king, “Where is he 
that is born King of the Jews?” and when Herod had 
called his chief priests and scribes together to ask them 
they said, “In Bethlehem of Judaea.” As the wise 
men went on toward Bethlehem, lo, the star that they 
had seen in the East went before them, until it came 
and stood over where the young child was and they 
rejoiced exceedingly, for they knew this was their 
journey’s end. 

When they came into the house and found the 
little Christ Child with Mary, his mother, they fell 
down and worshiped him, opening the gifts that they 
had brought and gave them to him. Can you tell me 
what the gifts were? Yes, gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh, all costly and fit gifts for the King. After 
this they returned to their homes. 

(Now paste the candles on the tree.) 

The candles on the tree, what are they for? 

“To make light.” 

Leader.—Yes, and for that reason they make us re- 
member why God sent this baby Jesus to us. He sent 
him to be the “light of the world” and Jesus himself 
tells us so in John 8:12. “Then spake Jesus again 
unto them, saying, I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life.” 

(Paste candy cane, sheep, and*cow on the tree.) 

The candy canes remind us of the shepherds’ crooks; 
the sheep, of the flocks of the shepherds; and the cow, 
of the stable where the Saviour was born. 

(Paste the wreath on the tree.) 

Next, we come to the wreaths, which are a circle, 
like God's love all about us. You see, his love doesn’t 
just go part of the way and stop, but like the circle 
of the Christmas wreath, his loving care goes all the 
way around us, and it was this love that sent us the 
Christ Child. “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 

(Now paste the doll, teddy bear, and package on 
the tree.) 

Why do we give gifts at Christmas time? Because 
of this first Gift to us; now when we give others 
gifts, or receive them ourselves, whether it be a doll, 
a teddy bear, or something wrapped in a lovely pack- 
age — whatever it is, let us remember the very first 
Christmas Gift that ever was given, and that gifts are 
given for his sake because in showing our love for 
others we are showing our love for him. I have room 
here in the center for the little ship. 

(Paste a ship on the tree.) 

What shall we name it? Friendship? That is a 
good name. It stands for our friendship for each 
other and ‘reminds us that Jesus is our ‘best Friend. 
Let us take this precious Gift Jesus into our hearts 
today, and with very thankful hearts accept the bless- 
ings he gives us of parents, friends, health, food, cloth- 
ing, and shelter, The sun and rain and everything we 
have, you know, are given us by our heavenly Father, 
whose great love for us, like the evergreen of the tree, 
is everlasting. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Keswick as a Rest Home and: Retreat 


N UNUSUAL opportunity awaits you at Keswick 

Grove, N. J., if you are weary, overtired, or in 
need of spiritual refreshment. The fall and winter 
months are most enjoyable in the health giving, pine- 
filled atmosphere of Keswick, which is only a few 
miles distant from Lakehurst and Lakewood, the noted 
winter resorts. Keswick has its own lakes, tennis 
courts, beautiful rambles, and the like, but best of all 
is the Christian fellowship, the homelike atmosphere, 
and opportunity to be alone with God. Why not use 
Keswick as a retreat and gain strength and inspiration 
for your work and responsibilities? Missionaries, min- 
isters, and Christian workers have been especially im- 
pressed with Keswick as an ideal rest home. For fur- 
ther information regarding rates and reservations ad- 
dress Addison C. Raws, Secretary, Keswick Grove, 


“ mm 
The Sunday School Times’ books perpetuate the 
weekly message. Your bookseller will be glad to 


show them to you, or a descriptive list will be sent on 
request. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 
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a historical study by Dr. Lehtonen of Helsing- 

fors. He dwells first on the revivals which re- 
newed the life of the country after the unbelief of 
the eighteenth century. These were led by such evan- 
gelists as Paavo Ruotsalainen, Renquist, Hedberg, and 
Laesteius and were of great power during the nine- 
teehth century. Men who came to the churches in- 
different or full of hate were so overcome by the 
might of the Spirit and the preaching of salvation 
that they at times had to be carried from the church 
as sick children are. And the presence of God was 
so manifest in the home or cottage meetings that those 
assembled would often sit for hours silently wor- 
shiping as the Quakers of an earlier time. The move- 
ment was pre-eminently a laymen’s movement, although 
many gifted clergy sympathized with it, and it early 
struck roots in the student community also. Few 
lands can parallel its influence and, although passing 
through sharp crises, it has continued to the present 
time, 

The revival movement has produced a valuable liter- 
ature both religious and historical.. Its summer as- 
semblies are attended by thousands. Mission interest 
is active. Many first class high schools or academies 
have been founded by its adherents and its influence, 
in the capital city,, Helsingfors, and among students, 
has in late years steadily grown. The affecting spir- 
itual hymns that have come from the movement 
are now the common property of Finnish Chris- 
tianity. 

Confession is a marked feature of Finnish Christian 
life. The assemblies of “the awakened” are really 
a kind of common watch where the bared soul waits 
on God. In such assemblies, there is rarely uttered 
prayer, but songs and silent prayer. It is remarkable 
that students and young clergymen, troubled with 
doubt, often seek out these spiritually experienced 
peasants for soul guidance. The Finnish “awakened” 
dress in simple gray, the women in black or blue, made 
in the form of the national peasant dress. They are 
called Schoes (‘“Cape-People’), from their cape type 
of garment. 

The general religious situation in Finland is im- 
proving. At the turn of the century the superficial 
Kulturoptimismus (confidence in progress and social 
advance) was widely rampant among the cultivated 
classes, and hate against the church was nurtured in 
the factory towns by social-democrats. But this point 
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‘of view has vanished. The experiences of the revolu- 
‘tion showed them, douche-like, what the practical con- 


sequences of negation are, and whither a society with- 
out Christianity tends. In the Ostbotten pietist com- 
munities there was absolutely no revolutionary out- 
break. Christianity showed itself as a saving and pre- 
serving factor. The importance of the education of 
conscience and heart has become clear to the blindest 
in the intelligentsia. Nor have the occurrences in athe- 
ist Russia been lost on.the Finns. 


The Conference of the International Y. M. C. A. 
was held this summer in Helsingfors, Finland, and 
the Finns, under the lead of Professor Hjelt, sought 
to give in its sessions a re-emphasis upon the evan- 
gelical teachings that have nurtured and developed 
this great organization. The conference at Stock- 
holm, in the summer of 1925, stood under the sign of 
rationalism and social service, the Federal Council, 
Archbishop Séderblom and Chicago University, Bishop 
Gummerus at Helsingfors referred to this in his open- 
ing sermon. “May this conference not be primarily 
a brilliant World Conference, but above all a Chris- 
tian conference where the offense of the cross of 
Golgotha is not pushed aside, but made central, with 
its teaching of sin, God’s grace, of repentence and 
faith, of the daily cleansing of the conscience. and the 
renewal of God’s communion, with us by the forgive- 
ness of our sins. Our fathers spoke of the narrow 
place into which we must ever return. They meant 
the daily surrender to the Saviour, to. be in him and 
to be used by him. This is the greeting of our evan- 
gelical and Lutheran people to.this conference, — not 
sO much consideration of things accomplished as a 
hearty admonition to recall what is still needed, doubly 
needed in the present situation of the world.” 

One is glad that so competent a reporter as Eric 
Stange could say as a result of his observation here 
that one did a great wrong to identify American 
Christianity absolutely with a rationalist interpreta- 
tion of Christianity! It is reassuring to learn that 
Dr. Mott agreed to take the chairmanship of the 
World’s Association on the express condition that the 
Paris basis. with its evangelical tests be undisturbed. 
At the closing session,.the aged Prince Bernadotte, 
brother of the Swedish king, in remarking that. this 
was probably the last conference of the Association 


that he should be able to attend, closed with a warm- 
hearted testimony to his faith in his Saviour. 

On the other hand, Dr. Reichel, writing in Herrn- 
hut, expresses his sadness at the way in which the Gos- 
pel of sin and grace, of regeneration and renewal 
through the Holy Ghost, is receding to the background 
in this great organization. Dr. Mott drew a wonder- 
ful picture of the open doors which are greeting the 
Y on all sides, — from governments and men of wealth, 
and even from non-Christian peoples. “The question 
came to me again and again,” writes Dr. Reichel, 
“whether some of these may not be doors into which 
the Prince of this world is enticing us. I thought 
of the little, despised, earthquake-shaken church at 
Philadelphia to which the Lord ogcned one door that 
was never to he closed. Dr. Mott spoke repeatedly of 
the ‘mount of vision,’ But was not the high mountain 
to which cur Lord was led to see all the kingdoms of 
this world and their glory a mount of temptation? 
What unlooked for openings were offered him if he 
would but go out among the nations performing mir- 
acles and teaching. But, in obedience, he passed by 
all these doors and finished the work of. redemption 
by his death.” ~ , 


New Paganism.—A communication in Licht und 
Leben from a physician in Bad Nauheim describes how, 
in that famous city of sanitariums, a shop window on 
the main street displays for sale house gods with ap- 
propriate advertisement. Here is new heathenism 
with a vengeance. The idols are apparently repre- 
sentations of Buddha, bald-headed, stained brown or 
yellow, sitting on a black pedestal which also sup- 
ports two candleholders with yellow wax candles. The 
smaller idols cost two and a quarter marks, the larger 
four and a quarter, Alongside the figures are cards 
on which is printed, “I do away with anger, strife, 





End-Time Seed Sowing 
in China 


A total circulation of nearly ten million 
Scriptures by the Bible societiés in China 
alone, last year, is an unprecedented seed 
sowing. This would give every fortieth per- 
son in China a portion of Scripture. And 
this record circulation, two million. greater 
than any year preceding, was made in a time 
of unparalleled disorder and political agitation 
and brigandage and civil war. The Scrip- 
ture says that “these things ”’—wars and ru- 
mors of war—must be, panta dei; but it also 
says that the preaching of the Gospel among 
all peoples must be, dei (Matt. 24:6 and 
Mark 13:10). The world-wide announce- 
ment of the Gospel is as inevitable a thing as 
the seasons or the sunrising. 

















and quarreling. With me you ever have happiness. 
Signed, Y-KIK.” Another bears the inscription “Sac- 
rificial Ceremonies,” and below: 

“Hast thou been troubled today? Then go evenings 
to thy Y-KIK, light both candles, meditate a minute 
on your house god, use him as a hight in the darkness 
of your existence and then go to bed. 

“Your friends have opposed you? Then hasten di- 
rectly to your Y-KIK and light a candle. Your friend, 
at the sight of the lofty mien of the patron of friend- 
ship [i. ¢., the idol], will not delay to light the other, 
and then peace will reign once more. 

“Whoever has quarreled let him turn to the recon- 
ciling house friend, Y-KIK, and lighf a candle. It 
works wonders.” : 

Then follow other “ceremonies” described as pleas- 
ing to the house god. 


A Twentieth Century Missicnary.—Those faithful 
souls. who set apart the profit of this or that hen 
for foreign missions, or dedicate a portion of the 
hard-earned savings of the washboard to. the same 
end, will be interested to get this picture of anew style 
foreign missionary displayed in the last. number of 
the Missionary Herald, the organ of the American 
Board... Mr.. Robert Bartlett is a professor in the 
missionary. institution, Yenching University, Peking. 
Professor W..L.. Phelps of Yale has. a. course in the 
English novel, which we may be sure does not over- 


. perative that we go to them at once. 


-Strain the tender gray matter of his sophomores, Pro- 


fessor Bartlett offers a similar “snap course” to Chi- 
nese students. “I find-that my class in Modern West- 
ern Fiction,” he says, “is the most interesting of all. 
We are just now bound up with the ideas of Thomas 
Hardy. . - « He has ‘the real connection with strug- 
gling life. . ... 1 think young Chinese. writers will 
learn a great deal from our Western realists. ; . . I 
find a real and hopeful interest among the students in 
modern Western literature.” (The old missionaries 
of the American Board used to speak of “real and 
hopeful interest” in the things of Christ.) 

_ Mr. Bartlett adds, “I still believe that Christianity 
is indispensable to China, There is no place for a 
foreign religion but there.is a place for the religion 
of Jesus interpreted freely as we. ourselves have done. 
. « . We are to have no compulsory Bible or religious 
study. . . . We do not plan to force students to be- 
come Christians. ... This is the basis.of the new mis- 
sionary school and it certainly promises a great deal 
more good than evil.” But is that so-certain? . 

The old theology produced “missionary heroes”; the 
new is giving us a crop of novel teachers and golf 
players. Yenching University is supported by the Con- 
gregationalist, Presbyterian, and Methodist Boards. 


The Real Article, However, ig Still in Existence. 
—Mr. Robinson of the Christian and Missionary Alli- 
ance is pioneering among the Moi, savage peoples in 
the back of Annam. He writes that “the only way to 
reach them is to- live among them, studying their lan- 
guage and ways. We can never get satisfactory re- 
sults from making periodical visits to their jungle 
homes.” One hundred and ten of these people have 
been taught to pray and are being prepared for bap- 
tism. “I shall never forget theses prayer-meetings,” 
he writes. “Their wild looks, their loose unkempt 
hair that hung down partly hiding their faces and 
their long, crooked knives that gleamed savagely in 
the firelight were a sight to subdue the stoutest heart. 
But the great thing was to see these poor hungry 
hearts, so long lost to truth and grace and decency, 
calling for the first time on the true and living God. 

“In all the whole wide world you will not find a 
people in a ‘more hopeless condition. They cannot 
think clearly, they cannot remember what they have 
been taught, and very few can count. They know time 
only by long or short periods. They speak of some- 
thing happening a long time ago or a short time ago. 
All these things taken into consideration, with the 
fact that they have no written language, make it im- 
We cannot af- 
ford to delay any longer.” 


Growth in Annam.—January 1, 1925, there were 
twenty-two out-stations connected withthe Christian 


and Missionary Alliance in French Indo-China; on De- . 


cember 31, thirty-seven, with one new main station. 
These forty-eight main. and out-stations mean forty- 
eight cities, towns, and villages where God has already 
gathered out a group of people to the glory of his 
name. Sixteen hundred and seventy-five new converts 
were baptized in 1925, and the reports from the dif- 
ferent stations indicated that nearly a thousand im- 
quirers in addition were waiting for baptism. A great 
ingathering is reported from the Mytho station. At 
the beginning of 1925 there were seventy-seven Chris- 
tians at this station; at the close of the year 1,017, 
with six hundred candidates awaiting baptism. Perse- 
cution has accompanied this ingathering. Mr. Ferris 
writes : ¥ 

“Praise God for a mother who saw two of her 
sons severely beaten for Christ’s sake, and two days 
later gave her heart to Christ because of their staunch 
faith. These two. young men were ordered by the vil- 
lage officials to bow down to the idols. They refused, 
were severely beaten and sent to higher officials. Here 
again they were asked to conform to heathen rites 
and again refused. They were beaten once more and 
sent to still higher officials, who. in their turn beat them 
and sent them to the French administrator. He ex- 
onerated them after commending their faith and cour- 
age. The mother was won to Christ by this firmness 
of faith.” 

Mr. Jackson of Cantho tells us that one sorcerer and 
two sorceresses have become ristians, giving ‘ up 
the paraphernalia with which they used to deceive 
the people. One man took Jesus for deliverance from 
opium, after being a slave to the drug for twelve 
years. The smell of opium now makes him sick. An 
out-station of Touraine reports a miracle which paral- 
Tels that of cure of the centurion’s servant in Matthew 
8:13. The deacon of the church at Dai-an was in the 
chapel talking to the Annamese preacher when. a 
servant came running.to him saying that his child: had 
been taken suddenly sick and was dying.. Prayer was 
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Lesson for November 28 
Judges-7 : 1-25 






immediately made for the little one and when the 
father reached home it was completely well. At the 
Touraine native conference many miracles were re- 
ported, among them the cure of insane and the re- 
demption of slaves of alcohol and opium, and the con- 
version of vicious vagabonds and thieves. The Hanoi 
Press of this mission issued 13,606,280 pages last year, 
including 10,000 Annamese New Testaments and 70,000 


age ‘Scriptures, 


. Fosdick’s “(Modern Use of the Bible” has been 
published in Swedish by the Swedish Christian Stu- 
dent Movement and recommended to clergy and all 
who are in religious work. Bishop Ullman has sub- 
jected it to a merciless review. “With many other 
current religious and theological books,” says this 
Swedish churchman, “this book is %a striking illustra- 
tion of the merging of truth-and falsehood that marks 
our time and of which the New Testament prophesied 
in many places, as for example in 2 Thessalonians 2: 
9, 11. It is but one more attempt to spiritualize away 
the historical foundations of Christianity, a recrudes- 
ence of that gnosticism that in the first centuries 
threatened the very existence of Christianity. Its 
author is an American professor of practical the- 
ology. Without bringing forward any scientific proofs, 
he talks to his boys as a kind uncle would, trusting 
that they will accept his professorial authority with- 
out further question.” 

Bishop Ullman further remarks that those who ex- 
hibit such deficiencies in reasoning power should hardly 
present themselves as representatives of an intellectual 
aristocracy, looking down compassionately on those 
who hold fast to the ground facts of the history of 
salvation. He also rightly insists that the Biblical 
Christian faith has always had and has, in our day, 
the finest intelligences and the outstanding builders 
of civilization as well as the simple and unlearned. 
“Yet, after all, that which is determinative in real- 
Christianity is in no way intelligence and ‘culture.’ 
No, the essential thing lies far deeper.” 


Modern in Another Sense.—What we know as new 
theology is now beingedescribed in Germany as “the old 
theology.” The newest theology is a return to the 
evangelical faith. “It is unquestionable,” says a writer 
“that the 
sharp ‘No!’ that our theological youth of today are 
uttering regarding the old theology [i. e}, the theology 
which passes for new in America} goes beyond due 
limits, but in essence this negative to historical-rela- 
tive dogma and its theological outworkings is sound 
and vital.” 

The most powerful expression of revolt against this 
obsolete theology is a work by the Swiss pastor, K. 
Barth. . The publication of his commentary on the 
epistle to the Romans has been the event that_has 
given impulse to a new reformation theology. It is 
significant that Barth has felt called to base his re- 
form theology on Biblical exposition. The Kirchen- 


_ geitung reporter questions various of Barth’s inter- 


pretations, but declares that there is no question that 
he submits himself and his teaching to the Bible as 
God’s Word with all earnestness. And, in his opinion, 
the Bible is a revelation for our times, mighty. in its 
vitality and concreteness, a word for present situa- 
tions to which even those who are accustomed to close 
the ear must listen and tremble. 

The _historical-critical theologies dissect the Bible. 
They lose the sense of inner unity and instead of. the 
Word see only words. That which is creative in 
Barth’s teaching is that, behind the words, he teaches 
us. again to hear the Word, the Word of God that 
through Christ Jesus has dealt and talked with men. 
Christ and the Scriptures are one. The message of the 
Scriptures, both Old and New, is the message about 
and of Christ. From this point of view, all the dif- 
ferences and special shadings in the Word become in- 
significant. In the name of Christ, prophets, evan- 
gelists, and apostles are one. God speaks. He is the 
Lord who judges and pities according to his own good 
pleasure. God is real and no mere human phantom. 
In his hands are all the decisions for men. In the last 
analysis there is no place for human activity. With 
Paul and Luther and Calvin, Barth battles against all 
synergy, work-righteousness, humanity-religion. 


God and Man.—God, as Barth interprets the Word 
and history, is and can be nothing other than the judg- 
ment of world and mankind, Every honest and illu- 
sionless consideration of the world and especially every 
philosophy which is-worthy of the name, comes back 
to the fundamental fact of crisis in which God reveals 
himself. Human history is in its essence not worthy 
of being taken seriously. It is but mist over swamp 
land. No tree can grow into Heaven, neither can 
any man or any society, of its own unaided power. 
Death takes care that the memory of the curse that 
stands over all men and human existence shall not 
be forgotten. The lightning of divine judgment strikes 
first on the heights that humanity attains. 

We have gotten far from the pantheists and God 
democratizers and humanity worshipers of American 
theological seminaries. 

Barth’s estimate of man is summed up in his sen- 
tence, “Man has sin as the specific. gravity of his 

nature.” God has set him in the prisonhouse of. death, 
which to Barth is‘ no divinely decreed limitation of 
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human existence but, as for Paul, the wages of sin. 
How can man escape this prison?’ Le Seuer once said 
that God had hung up the key of escape in the prison 
itself. This is not Barth’s teaching. The door of 
the prison is bolted on the outside, and only he who 
shut up man can release him. Man himself can do 
nothing for his salvation save accept it. 

The modern theology that Barth and his school stand 
for is, in some respects, strikingly like the old Calvin- 
ism, And Barth’s “Commentary on Romans,” its 


_most outstanding work, is at present the most widely 


read theological book in Germany, “incomparably more 
influential than any other and one to which only occa- 
sional and isolated Modernists dare to oppose a flat 
negative.” 


A French Scientist Takes Position Against Evo- 
lution.—This is Professor L. Vialleton of the medical 
faculty of the University of Montpellier, in a 
work of 710 pages, entitled Morphologie générale 
— Critique morphologique du Transformisme (“Gen- 
eral Morphology—A Morphological Criticism of 
Evolutionism’). Dr. Vialleton says of evolution- 
ary theories that scarcely are they built up than 
they begin to crumble. Paleontologists like Zit- 
tel have exposed the profound differences exist- 
ing between the data of paleontological observation 
and thaf which one should meet if evolution were the 
law of the formation of beings. “And since Zittel the 
critics of evolution have multiplied to such an extent 
that it would be simply impossible to enumerate them 
here. To» give an idea of this defection from evolu- 
tionism, we would send students to the brief sum- 
maries of Diamare (1912) and of Carazzi (1920). 
All these criticisms (of evolution) have passed over 
the heads of the educated public, convinced more than 
ever of the omnipotence of evolution. The experts 
are more skeptical and especially more reserved in 
applications of the theory. 

“As a matter of fact, nowhere in the history of 
the earth do we find the world in process of formation. 
In not a single instance is one present at the forma- 
tion of a single type properly determined. One sees 
secondary forms multiply after the first known ex- 





A Memorial Service 
for Paul 


A correspondent of the London Guardian 
in Athens writes of the annual memorial serv- 
ice in honor of the apostle Paul, at the 
Areopagus. There is a great crowd of peo- 
ple with priests, choirs, sacred banners. Pic- 
tures of Paul and extracts from the book of 
Acts are sold, together with sweets, cold 
water and coulouria. .Various educated men in 
the crowd_tell the story of Paul’s sermon to 
the poor and illiterate. At seven in the even- 
ing there isa ‘vasper service in which the choir 
sings the evening psalms and the beautiful 
evening hymn, Phos hilaron. Then the 
Bishop of Eleias reads in strong clear voice 
the chapter relating to Paul’s visit to Athens. 














ample. These forms never ‘differentiate themselves 
so as toseform a new type. 

“We have tried to show (in this volume),” con- 
tinues Professor Vialleton, “that evolution is never 
realized as it should be according to the theory, that 
the embryological, anatomical, and systematic proofs 
invoked in its favor have not the value assigned to 
them, that they rest on the confusions coming more 
or less directly from the anthropomorphic idea of an 
animal scale, .that the transformations assumed are 
absolutely impossible in the conditions and with the 
determinism assumed. We must recognize that we 
know nothing-concerning the origin of life or of liv- 
ing creatures. This conclusion will be the less pain- 
ful if we reflect that we know hardly more of the 
origin of energy, and this reflection will help us bet- 
ter to understand the immense illusion that has been 
‘at the base of the construction of evolutionary the- 
ories. 
~ “Science has not yet the key of the enigmas of 
the universe, whatever Haeckel thought. Therefore, 
“instead of allowing oneself to be dragged along in the 
general deception, so badly supported by a gross an- 
‘thropomorphism and an insufficient science, one should 
- give oneself resolutely to an ever more sharp and pene- 
trating observation. It is necessary to build up a very 
exact anatomy, taking’ all things into account and not 
merely that alone which gives support to a preconceived 
explanation. One must seek-to understand the numer- 
ous conditions to which the organs respond. and_ not 
allow oneself to be imposed on by simple: convergences. 
In this way morphology, which some think worked out 
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because it has been imprudently turned from its course 
to serve in illustrating an unripe idea, will find a new 
vitality, rich and fruitful.” (Abridged ‘from pp. 607, 8.) 


At the American Museum of Natural History, 
where single-filed conveys of open-mouthed school 
children are. marched by the ‘ ‘Family Tree of Man” 
and “MacGregor’s plug-uglies”’ I noticed the fol- 
lowing : 

“Through the improvement of the frontal lobes and 
other parts of the brain in the later stages of his his- 
tory, man is slowly overcoming his selfish impulses 
and awakening to the vast possibilities of advance 
through the spirit of mutual tolerance and helpfulness.” 

One wonders what Professor Vailleton would say 
to such Barnumian science, or rather one does not 
need to wonder, 


Religion and Insanity.—John Wesley was not al- 
lowed to preach in English prisons lest the prisoners 
should be.taken with “enthusiasm” ‘and then fall into 
actual insanity. But Professor._Schou of Copenhagen 
tells us that, nowadays, it is the general opinion among 
alienists that religion is a protection and defense 
against insanity. Thus Dr. Hyslop of the Bethlehem 
Hospital, London, speaking as one who has devoted 
his whole life to*the care of the insane, declares that 
constant and simple prayer must be given the first 
place among the hygienic resources that work against 
mental disorder, depressed conditions, and all the pain- 
ful consequences of a tortured mind. Professor Op- 
penheim, in his Nervenleidung und Ersichung, says, 
“On the basis of my experience as physician I con- 
sider want of religious faith one of the most regret- 
_ things” (in a patient). Another psychiatrist, 

Dr. J. A. Kock, declares that the best fortified against 
— disturbance are those having a living religious 

aith. 

Schou further says that, in the great psychiatrical 
textbooks of Kraepelin, Bleuler, Binswanger, and 
Siemerling, religious experiences are not even men- 
tioned among the causes of insanity. He insists that 
the popular belief to the contrary is an illustration 
of the confusion of cause and effect. Religious no- 
tions and manias are extraordinarily common among 
the insane, hardly any so common except sexual. But 
they are the-channels which insanity take and not the 
springs of the trouble. Dr. P. D. Koch, with an expe- 
rience of two thousand cases, finds not a single one 
attributable to religion. “If one -will do something 
serious to oppose the spread of insanity, it would. be 
far more useful to seek to limit alcoholism and 
syphilis.” 

Dr. Schou urges pastors not to forget to pray for 
the insane when they stand in the pulpit. “Our Lord 
Jesus Christ himself taught his people to sympathize 
with the insane. . . . It is impossible for a Christian 
to think that these insane are spiritually dead [Dr. 
Schou has been describing some painful cases of de- 
mentia]. That would be opposed to God’s love. and 
the belief that salvation is possible for all. It is a 
help and comfort to me to think of them not as dead, 
but as sleeping, as those that are etherized. The soul 
is again to take possession of the body.” 


“Youth Movements” are suggestive of immaturity, 
and those in the United States give the impression of 
being very young indeed and very unimportant, in 
spite of the wide advertisement given them by the 
Christian Century. They imitate, in name at least, 
the German Youth Movement which is now described 
as declining. The fatal defect on both sides of the 
sea is that a vague idealism is substituted for evan- 

elical fervor and prayer. Zweispruch, organ of the 

erman “movement,” tells its readers that the efferves- 
cence of youth is no new thing, but a phenomenon of 
every generation; that that which characterizes it 
today is that it occurs in young men who are weaker 
than those of other generations.” ‘The youth move- 
ment today is a sickness,” it continues. “Its repre- 
sentatives have no strength or power. It is in the 
uature of a sentimental spree.” . 


The bell of the Convent of St. Mark’s, Florence, 
which summoned the Florentines of Savonarola’s day 
to his preaching, was placed some years ago in the 
Museum of the old Convent consecrated to the mem- 
ory of the great Dominican reformer. It should be 
remembered that this bell was put on trial, after the 
burning of Savonarola, for having called ‘the people 
of the city to listen to heresy, and, having been duly 
convicted, it was sentenced to exile. It was put on 
the back of an ass, carried through the city amidst the 
taunts and mockeries of the city crowds and finally 
sent out of the city walls to the Franciscans of San 
Salvatore, the bitterest enemy of the reformer. Not 
until eleven years later was it replaced in the tower 
of the convent of St. Mark. 


New Hampton, N. H. 





Correction.—Through a typographical error, the note on 
page 166 of the first edition of Ernest Gordon’s book, “The 
Leaven of the Sadducees,” was credited to a professor in 
Union Theological Seminary. It should be credited to Dr. 
R: J. Campbell. The correction has been made in the plates 
and in all copies that have not yet gone out. Mr. Gordon 
requests owners of copies kindly to write-in Dr. Campbell's 
name. 
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LESSON 9. NOVEMBER 28. GIDEON AND THE THREE HUNDRED 
International Uniform Lesson.—Judges 7 : 1-25. 
Golden Text.—Be strong in the Lord, and in the strength of his might.—Eph. 6:10 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By J. Russell Howden 


Foreword 
When we walk with the Lord 
In the light of His Word, 
What a glory He sheds on our way! 
While we do His good will, 
He abides with us still, 
And with all who will trust and obey. 
Trust and obey, 
For there’s no other way 
To be happy in Jesus, 
But to trust and obey. 
The Historical Setting 
ESSON 7 centered around the fime when Joshua 
finally completed the division of the land in 1444 
B. C. After that event there follows the period 
to the end of the Book of Joshua and to the first 
dated event in the Book of Judges. This is not actually 
specified in the text of the Bible. But its duration has 
been calculated from various indications given and may 
be set down as, thirteen: years. Josephus, the Jewish 
historian, allows an interval of twenty-five years for 
this gap. There is therefore a discrepancy of about 
twelve ,years between the two estimates. It seems 
highly probable, however, -that the reckoning of thir- 
teen years ‘is absolutely correct. The teacher who de- 
sires to enter into the calculations for himself is re- 
ferred to-a book called “The Romance of Bible Chron- 
ology,” published by Marshall Brothers, London and 
New York, 1913. Without going into details I as- 
sume that the figure given in this volume is correct. 
We may thus construct the following table of dates: 
B.C. 
Division of the land @eeeereeseeeeeseeeeseeeseses 1444 
Servitude to Cushan-rishathaim @eeeeseeessooece 143! 
i} lj ewer rrr errr rrr rr rrrr rrr rrr errr re ee 1423 
Rest. forty years 
Oppression by Eglon eeeveseeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeees 1383 
udgeship of Ehud and Shamgar begun ......++ 1365 
est eighty years . 
Oppression b abin e@eeeeoeeeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 1285 
Deborah an arak @eeeeeeereaeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 1265 
Rest forty years 
Servitude under Zebah and Zalmunna ......++.. 122 
Gideon eeeeeeeeoeeeeecee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 121 
Rest forty years 


The Expository Meaning 

Chapter 7:1.—Jerubbaal, Gideon began his war 
against Midian by a revolt against Baal worship. Like 
the Lord Jesus he recognized that sin is the first thing 
to be dealt with in readjusting life. What was the 
matter with Israel was not so much Midianite op- 
pression as the sin of departure from Jehovah, which 
had been the cause of it (6:1). Jerubbaal was what 
we should term a slogan. It was a nickname bestowed 
with a kind of rough humor by Joash, Gideon’s father 
(6:31). The jest saved the son’s life. The name 
stuck: and became an omen of victory. 

The people that were with him. The course of 
events was (1) God's revelation (6:12), (2) Gid- 
eon’s obedience (6:27), (3) the Spirit's power ex- 
perienced (6:34), (4) preparation for war (6:35). 
The spring of Harod, arod means trembling. The 
name was given after the events of the war of inde- 
pendence to commemorate an experience, Jn the valley. 
The valley of Jezreel (6:33). 


Verse 2-—The people ... are too many, The two 
armies seemed very disproportionate as it was. The 
Midianites numbered 135,000 men (8:10), the Israel- 
ites.from the four tribes of Manasseh, Asher, Zebulun, 
and. Naphtali (6:35) were only 32,000. The raiders 
outnumbered the Israelites by more than four to one. 
For seven years (6:1) these marauders had paralyzed 
Israel. Each year they had swarmed up the Jezreel 
valley from the eastern desert and, traversing the great 
plain like a flight of locusts, had pressed into every 
corner of the land as far south as Gaza. The raiders 
were now apparently on their way home laden with 
spoil, and they probably took but little account at first 
of the tiny force gathered on the opposite hill. ‘ 

The great lesson here is the divinely appointed: dis- 
parity between the means and the end, between the 
work and the workers. As the small Israelite army 
looked across to the long black lines of the Arab 
tents, many would despair at the paucity of their num- 
bers. But to God’s eye they were not too few, but too 
many. <A four-to-one handicap is a great one. But it 
is not too great to be overcome by resolute men. God 
purposed to give Israel a victory that could have come 
only ‘from himself, 

The same principle runs all through Scripture. “God 
chose the foolish things of the world, that he might 
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Devotional : Psalm 27: 1-6. - 
Primary Topic : Gideon and His Brave Band. 

Lesson Material: Judges 7 : 4-8, 19-21. 

Memory Verse: This is Jehovah’s doing ; 

It is marvelous in our eyes.—Psa. 118 : 23, 

unior Topic: Gideon, a Brave Leader. 

Lesson Material; Judges 7: 4-8, 19-21. 

a why ee eh oes 118: 23. 
Intermediate Senior ic: Gideon and the Three Hundred. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Working Tegether with God. 
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“The portion of the text indicated by the International 


Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
verses 4-8, 19-21 


4And Jehovah said unto Gideon, The people are 
yet too many; bring them down unto the water, and 
I will try them for thee there: and it shall be, that 
of whom I say unto thee, This shall go with thee, 
the same shall go with thee; and of whomsocever I 
say unto thee, This shall not go with thee, the same shall 
not go. 5 So he brought down the people unto the water: 
and Jehovah said unto Gideon, Every one that lappeth of 
the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, him shalt 
thou set by himself; likewise every one that boweth down 
upon his knees to drink. . 6 And the number of them that 
lapped, putting their hand to their mouth, was three hun- 
dred men: but all the rest of the people bowed down upon 
their knees to drink water. 2And Jehovah said unto 


sent all the men of Israel every man unto his tent, but 
retained the three hundred men; and the camp of Midian 
was beneath him in the valley. 

19 So Gideon, and the hundred men that were with him, 
came unto the outermost part of the camp in the beginning 
of the middle watch, when they had but newly set the 
watch: and they blew the trumpets, and brake in pieces 
the pitchers that were in their hands. 20 And the three 


man in his place round about the camp; and all the host 
ran; and they shouted, and * put them te flight. 


20Or, A sword for, etc. * Another reading is, fled. 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








put to shame them that are wise; and God chose the 
weak things of the world, that he might put to shame 
the things that are strong; and the base things of the 
world, and the things that are despised, did God choose, 
yea and the things that are not, that he might bring 
to nought the things that are” (1 Cor. 1:27, 28). 
Such is the New Testament summary of this rule of 
God’s working. The Old Testament teaching is sim- 
ilar; “To him that hath_ no might he imcreaseth 
strength” (Isa, 40:29). There are three kinds of 
wer in the world. There is the power of God. 
hat is- all mighty. There is the power of man. 
That is often mighty. There is the utter powerless- 
ness of the faith that is content to rely upon 
To express this, Isaiah coins a phrase—the no 
mighties. “Behold, I send you forth as sheep in the 
midst of wolves” (Matt. 10:16). The infant Church 
on the one side and the empire on the other. The 
greater the odds against the good, tie more obviously 
does the victory of the good depend upon God. We 
are all familiar with the sneer that Providence is on 
the side of the big battalions, But that is a wanton 
misreading of history. The weak battalions of the 
good may be defeated over and over again. But they 
win in the long run. 

Notice the reason why God is anxious that there 
shall be no mistake as to the one to whom all the 
glory should be due. We need care in presenting this 
to the class. We may so easily suggest to them that 
God is actuated by petty jealousy. It is not that he 
is eager for praise. For if he had given the victory 
to the mass levy of Israel, it would still have been 
ultimately his doing. But he longed that poor apos- 
tate, sinning Israel might have, the blessedness of 
knowing that it was indeed God, the God whom they 
had forsaken, who had delivered them. He loves us 
and he would have us quietly confident in himself. 
Therefore he so orders matters that our .position as 
Christians in the world is one continuous attestation 
of the fact that his strength is being perfected in our 
helplessness (2 Cor. 12:9). To be able to say mine 
ownghand hath saved me is,one thing. But to be able 
to say, “Not I, but the grace of God” is an enrich- 
ment beyond all telling. 


.Another lesson we may learn from this thinning of 


the ranks is the futility of counting heads, It is-not 
the heads but: what is in them that is the mmportant 
thing. Majorities are not always right. Indeed, in 
spiritual. matters we might go further and venture to 
say that they very seldom are. Thus, there are nearly 
1,700 million people in the world. Of these only 564 








million are Christians. Of thé Christian population 


of the world, the Romish and the Greek churches be- 


tween them contain 393 million, leaving 171 million... 
Protestants, “All that are in Asia turned away from ; 
me” (2 Tim, 1:15). The ministry of the Son of : 


God himself gathered only five hundred people to 
greet him after the-resurrection (1 Cor. 15:6). If 
majorities are not always right, neither, for that mat- 
ter, are minorities necessarily right. We have to 
teach our young folks to stand with God and. te learn 
to leave the question of numbers. “The fear of man 
bringeth a snare” (Prov..29: 25). 


Verse 3.—Whosoever is fearful. This was in ac- 
cordance with the law (Deut. 20:8). Fear is infec- 
tious. The first test caused Israel to sift themselves. 
It was sufficiently drastic, for more than two-thirds 
of the army slipped away. The marginal reading for 
return and depart is exceedingly suggestive. The men 
slipped away by devious cross country ways that they 
might elude the observation of their dreaded foes. 

Verse 4.—Down unto the water, The second test 
is an arbitrary one. That little army marched down 
the hill to the spring and the streamlet flowing from 
it, On permission being given, they rushed to refresh 
themselves at the water. Most of the men, naturally, 
knelt down by the waterside to drink. But three hun- 
dred of them scooped wp a little water in their hands 
and lapped, We need not look for any special moral 
qualities to be suggested by this action. The whole 
point of the test was that it emphasized the fact that 
the entire responsibility for the choice was God’s. All 
the ten thousand were brave. men. The cowards and 
the shirkers had already been weeded out. 

But this arbitrary and extraordinary test is the type 
of God’s testing of us, and that testing is neither the 
one nor the other. The test for Christian usefulness 
is conscious obedience to. God’s command. “Be filled 
with the Spirit” (Eph. 5:18). 


Verse 8—The people took victuals. The construc- 


tion is awkward but the meaning is clear. The 9,700 
who were dismissed left sufficient provisions behind 
to serve the needs of Gideon’s little force. Doubtless 
the three hundred horns or trumpets were similarly 
provided. 

Verse 9.—It needed’ some faith to prepare for a 
serious encounter by sending off all but a handful of 
men, The courage and faith of the three hundred 
also was being put to a searching test, and Gideon 
himself needed heartening. God gives his servant an- 
ether sign to strengthen his trust. The sign itself 
came in a new way of obedience. For it involved 
nothing less than that Gideon should go down in 
person to reconnoiter the Midianite camp. It was no 
easy task to scout among these wary Bedouin, ac- 
customed as they were to the wakefulness that the 
desert imposes. Yet their very numbers may have 
made re ¢ careless in the presence of a foe whom they 
had used as they pleased for so many years. Gideon 
found when he reached the camp a given oppor- 
tunity that revealed to him a strange nervousness 
among the marauding hosts. 

Note the quite natural. sequence of. the narrative. 
The changing of the guard, the relating of the dream, 
and the indefinable dread that communicates itself 
from one man to another as the story is told. It is 
all so natural, yet in it we trace the hand of God that 
this concatenation of ordinary circumstances takes 
place just when Gideon is able to profit by it. That 
is like God. He delights to use ordinary things to 
produce extraordinary results. Thirteen hundred years 
later five barley loaves fed five thousand. Now one 
barley cake terrorizes 135,000, and causes to creep 
over the raiders a nameless awe that goes far to bring 
about the defeat it dreads. = 

God uses all sorts of ways to communicate his will 
to men. The dream is perhaps the lowest form of 
divine communication and like all such forms is not 
to be looked for now when the higher teaching of the 
Holy Ghost is open to all God’s children. Some of 

s children are always craving for God to use such 
methods as these in speaking to them, It is necessary 
for us to insist upon the truth, that with the whole 
Bible in our hands and the promised unction in our 
hearts (1 John 2:20) we have all. we need. 


Vérse 15.—He worshipped. Right there amid_the 
hostile soldiery Gideon lifted up his heart to God, 
Pray without ceasing (1 Thess. 5:17) is God’s in- 
junction. We teachers need to cultivate this habit for 
ourselves that we may be able to recommend it natu- 
rally to our scholars. We can worship while we work 
or while we travel and, indeed, amid all the circum- 
stances of life. 

Verse 16.—He divided. God’s gracious and won- 
derful dealings with Gideon during that eventful day 
had not disturbed the poise of Gideon’s soul. The 





































































{ 








=. 


























Lesson for November 28 
Judges 7 : 1-23 


Holy Spirit does not make men unpractical dreamers. 
Nor was it a part of Gideon’s faith to fold his hands 
and do nothing because he had assuredly gathered that 
Jehovah was going to deliver his little force. 

As he climbs up the steep hillside his mind is eagerly, 
keenly, prayerfully exploring ways and means of 
carrying out the purposes of God. The strategem was 
God’s strategem, it came to Gideon’s mind 
through no supernatural revelation but by the ordinary 
processes of ratiocination. 

“We must learn to see God®in the ordinary as well 
as in the unusual. To wait for God’s performance: in 
doing anything is to abuse that divine providence which 
un” work that it will not allow us to idle’ (Bishop 


Verse 19:—The hundred men that were with him, 


Gideon rightly stands out in the record of this as- 
tounding night. But every one of the three hundred 
men must have been a hero to have followed him so 
unquestioningly. A night operation is always the most 
dificult of all military maneuvers. Anything may 
happen in the darkness; companies lose touch, the 
track easily gets lost, orders may be forgotten or 
confused, a sudden alarm may throw all into confusion, 
friend may be mistaken for foe, and so on. Yet Gid- 
eon had to attempt with raw levies what the best 
trained armies in the world have always found hazard- 
ous. But the men had caught the glow of their leader’s 
faith and courage, and nothing could stop them. 

Verse 20.—The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon. 
The form of the battle cry was doubtless suggested by 
the soldier’s dream to whose recital Gideon had lis- 
tened a few hours earlier. But he is careful to preface 
the soldier’s phrase with the name of Jehovah. The 
noise of the crashing earthenware, the blare of the 
trumpets, the sudden flashing of lights all around on 
the dark hillside, and the wild battle cry that was at 
once a creed and a consecration vow awoke the huge 
mob to terror and disorder. All thought of discipline 
was lost, as so readily happens with Eastern troops. 
Under such circumstances the larger the force the 
more rapidly does panic and disorganization spread, 
the more unmanageable does the army become, and the 
more fatal are the results. 


Verse 23.—The men of Israel. .The 9,700 men who 
had left the that afternoon cannot have. gotten 
very far away. They were quickly recalled. Couriers 
aroused all the land of Ephraim, the fords were oc- 
cupied, and the flying hosts were ruthlessly surrounded 
and massacred. It is easy for us who live in quiet 
homes and peaceful days to be horrified at the slaugh- 
ter. We need to put ourselves into the position of 
oppressed Israel, suddenly seeing their tyrants help- 
less before them. 

The Homiletical Form 
1. The test of faith. 
(1) Gideon’s in reducing his army. 
(2) The Israelites’ in seeing all their comrades 
depart. 
a. God’s encouragement of faith. 
(1) By his word (6:8). : 
Co rd what he let Gideon discover ... his work 
: 13). 
3. Practical response of faith. 
A The strategem prepared (vs. 16-18). 
(2) The victory secured (v. 24). 


The Topical Values 

1. Sin lies at the root of suffering. Gideon dealt 
with this first. 

2. One man can affect a whole community. 

3. God claims to be supreme in all the work of his 
people. 

4. God will have no pressed men in his army, but 
only volunteers. 

5. The servant of God should, always be in the at- 
titude of worship in whatever he is doing. 

6. “There is no restraint to Jehovah to save by many 
or by few” (1 Sam. 14:6). 


The Practical Aim 


The story in the present lesson is a thrilling one. 
It will be easy to present it to the class in such a way 
as to make it fascinatingly interesting. But the dan- 
ger will lie just here. e must not be so absorbed 
in the narrative as to leave no time for its lessons. 
We shall do well to center the thought of our class 
upon God’s claim to be absolutely supreme in the life 
and work of his people. It is his to command. It is 
ours to obey. He decides which men shall go home 
and which shall stay and fight. Gideon is the servant. 
Jehovah is the master. “Ye call me Master and Lord: 
and ye say well; for so I am” (cf. John 13:15). 


Final Word 

Once for the least of children of Manasses 
God -had a mission and a deed to do 

Wherefore the welcome that all speech surpasses 
Called him and hailed him greater than he knew. 

Asked him no more, but took him as he found him, 
Filled ‘him with valor, slung him with a sword, 

Bade him go on until the tribes around him 
Mingled hie name with naming of the Lord, 


Tunsripce Waits, ENG, 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and~accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
HAT kind of men are usually called to service? 
2. Who were the Midianites? 

3. Whom did God select for his army? 

4. What was the purpose of God in reducing Gideon’s 
army? 

5. In what qualities did the three hundred excel, judged 
by the result of the testings? 

6. Name the three important characteristics in Gideon, 
making him usable in God’s plan. 

7. What do you regard as the outstanding quality or 
characteristic of Gideon? (Personal.) 

8 Why the throwing down of the altar of Baal and the 
setting up of an altar to God in Gideon’s father’s house? 

9. How was Gideon’s faith strengthened? 

10. In what respect was Gideon’s victory over the Midian- 
ites like Joshua’s at Jericho? 

11. Quote a passage of Scripture to. show how surely God 
stands by his servants to see them through in any test to 
which he calls them. 

1z, What contrasting incidents, from Scripture, can you 
note, in which failure followed men’s plans? 

13. What beautiful new name did Gideon find for God 
through this experience? ; 

14. What other compound names for Jehovah have we 
found in these Old Testament lessons— since April last? 

15. What is the greatest of all things to be learned from 
these. lessons in the history of the Hebrews? 

16. What thought runs all through the Book of Judges? 

17. With what verse in Romans can you link God’s deal- 
ing witt Israel as found in Judges? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the Preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 
This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. . 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THe PrincipLe or CoMPARISON.—Train pupils 
to make comparisons and thus detect signmifican 
likenesses and differences. , 











A REPORTED saying of Napoleon is to the effect 
that Providence is on the side of the strongest 
battalion, Modern warfare has been conducted, as 
ancient warfare has been, on this principle. But the 
saying of Frederick Douglass, that one and God make 
a majority, is not only in strong contrast with the 
Napoleonic dictum, but is far more expressive of the 
fact as illustrated by the conflict in which Gideon and 
his three hundred men won the victory. But Asa ex- 
pressed another sentiment when he said, “Lord, it is 
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with 
them that have no power” (2 Chron. 14:11), and the 
truth is that it is not the numbers but the side of God 
that is destined to win in the age-old conflict between 
right and wrong. 

So we may contrast Gideon’s army with its adversary 
not only in numbers but in its relation to Jehovah and 
all for which he stood. We may contrast the manner 
of its selection, its courage, the character of its leader 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a@ copy, or $1 a dozen. 
Fourth Quarter 
1. October 3.—Israel Journeying Toward Canaan 
Numbers 10 : 11-36 
2, October 10.—The Reports of the Spies 
Numbers 13:1 to 14:49 
3 October 17.—Moses. Honored in His Death 
Deuteronomy 32 : 45-52; 34: 3-8 
4- October 24.—Joshua, Israel’s New Leader 
Numbers 27 : 18-20; Joshua 1 : 1-9 
§. October 31.—The Evils of Strong Drink. (World’s 
Temperance Sunday).......sceccsseess Proverbs 23 : 20-35 
6. November 7.—The Fall of Jericho ........ Joshua 6 : 12-20 
7. November 14.—Caleb’s Faithfulness Rewarded 
Joshua 14 : 6-19 
8 November 21.—Joshua Renewing the Covenant 
Joshua 24 : 14-25 
9. November 28.—Gideon and the Three Hundred 


Judges 7 : 1-25 
10. December 5.—Ruth and Naomi..........+.+- Book of Ruth 
11. December 12.—The Boy Samuel ......... 1 Samuel 1 to 9 
1a December 19.—Samuel the Just Judge...... 3 Samuel 7, 12 


Or, Christmas Lesson: The Saviour’s Birth, Luke a - 8-20 
314%: Review: December 26.—Meses to Samuel 
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with the probable selfish grouping together of the 
marauding Midianitish host, its quick panic, the lead- 
ership exhibiting only the qualities to be expected in 
the crude rude warfare of the period. There is always, 
of course, the outstanding contrast in the Israelite 
group itself between the three hundred who passed 
the final test and the cowardly group who took the 
first chance to leave and even those who with braver 
heart were nevertheless unprepared as God would have 
had them be prepared for the testing time ahead. Is 
it permissible to surmisé, as some one has suggested, 
that in the supernatural method which Jehovah used 
here at Jericho, so markedly in contrast with the 
methods of armed force still in use, that he was dimly 
forecasting an age when the might of right and not 
the might of armed force would be appealed to? 
Huntinopon, Pa. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


A Good Name for a Boy.—The three hundred men 
that lapped (v. 7). As I take up this lesson I find 
myself asking, “Why are so few boy babies named 
Gideon?” We have an army of Abrahams, Moseses, 
Jacobs, Ezras, and all the other Bible worthies, and 
I even have a brother naved. Sheshbazzar. We call 
him “Shess” for short. He is the supermtendent of 
the Sunday-school that employs me to teach its Adult 
male class. How many Gideons do you know? Until 
the Christian traveling men called their organization 
“The Gideons” the name Gideon was rarely heard, 
Gideon Welles of Lincoln’s cabinet, yes. I can only 
recall one man of that name in the Coatesville vicinage. 
Gideon Dean lived “up the pike” (now Lincoln High- 
way) and had in his back yard a wonderful cherry 
tree with which we Midway ragamuffins were very 
well acquainted. It was easy to climb and Gideon did 
not keep dog or gun. «Gideon Dean! Isn't that a 
peach of a name? — sounds just like a hero in a story. 
I'll use it when I write my Snovel.” Gideon and his 
three hundred were a modern up-to-date, get-there 
bunch, Their conquering slogan is the slogan by which 
men reach material success today. Gideon is one of 
the finest and most outstanding heroes ofethe Bible 
narrative; a most human man, made in the same mold 
as the rest of us. Had to. be shown, it is true, but 
once shown, he was immediately on the job with all 
his energy and brains. So why not the name on your 
boy as you pray the Lord the name might carry an 
inspiration to emulate the original? ‘“Gid” is just as 
good a nickname as Jim, Jack, Sam, and Bill. All of 
which persiflage is simply to say that’ Gideon stands 
for splendid leadership and that superior leadership 
comes entirely because Gideon was hand in hand with 
God. Life is a fight against great odds, principalities 
and powers, raw peasantry against seasoned troops 
but who’s afraid? (Eph. °6: 10-17.) This story o 
Gideon and his. band is a rose garden in the jungle of 
the Judges. It is a masculine story of the time to set 
over against the story of Ruth. 


Manners.—He ... retained the three hundred men: - 


and the camp of Midian was beneath him in the valley 
(v. 8). Hand-picked men —300 out of 32,000. - One 
to the hundred. Are you the hundredth man? Just 
such a little thing as outdoor manners marked the man 
fer high achievement; just as indoor manners, table 
manners, drawing room manners, shop manners, kitchen 
manners will mark you. Many a man has been 


“queered” by his manners —or lack of manners. We: 


were in the dining room of a hotel,one day, A 
party came in and occupied a near-by table. They 
were sartorially without blemish. . But when forks be- 
came harpoons, and knives became shovels, and the 
soup became audible, we knew. . The waiter looked at 
me and grinned and winked. Religion is not often 
thought of as a code of refinement or school of man- 
ners, but do you know in many years of entertaining 
all sorts of church folks, many from very humble 
homes, it is rare to see any gross violation of the 
proprieties?> The Old Book is a. book of man- 
ners and carries with it somehow or other an atmos- 
phere of culture and right behavior. Folks. seem in- 
stinctively to learn by association. One time when we 
had a public supper at Rock Run at so much per, a 
lot of those who never go to church or read a Bible 
came and took supper. My Rock Run little fellows 
came to me in some excitement and said, “Mr.- Ridg- 
way, them rough necks eat like hogs, don’t they oak 
Trifles make perfection and perfection is no. trifle. 
“Take pains” is a motto for every youth. Little things 
betray character. Just walking along the street on the 
way to Sunday-school. The way the feet are used has 
put the stamp on many a fellow —a “hundredth man” 


— just as the way they used their hands made the 


three hundred. “Watch Your Step” is a very perti- 


3:8 

How It Is Done.—And the three companies blew 
the trumpets, and brake the pitchers, ... and they 
cried, The sword of Jehovah and of Gideon (v. 20). 
The walls of Jericho also fell down to the music (?) 


of the trumpets and to the shouts of the Israclites 





nent call from the marts of: men (Prov. 23:2; 1 Pet. 
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Josh. 6:20). That is to say, neither 
walls of masonry nor walls of men can 
stand up before the great and powerful 
hand of God. In my bedroom hangs a 
Fitton etching of the “Count’s House” at 
Ghent. This medieval palace is built in 
the shape of a mountain. The windows 
are mere slits in the walls and high up. 
It is built to stand any imaginable attack 
in the days before high explosives and big 
guns, Yet the hand of God can tumble 
that impregnable castle by giving the 
ground a little shake or two. That is 
why I laugh my head off when some smart 
one gets off that old French, German, and 
Bob Ingersoll stuff I used also to throw 
at my church acquaintances. God has 
only to touch a cell or two of that gray 
matter up next the dome and our smart- 
ness tumbles down like the Jericho walls 
or goes to pieces like the Midian army. 
Today a laughing scoffer— tomorrow a 
jibbering idiot. This would be a good 
place to discuss mass psychology if any- 
one is so inclined. Years ago business 
in America used to experience ever so 
often what for want of a better name 
was called “panics.” Folks would rush 
to the banks and get their money. Banks 
would dump their gilt edge securities upon 
the market, for banks, contrary to what 
most think, are not full of money. Only 
so much. They lend out the rest if they 
are good bankers. The Midianites were 
“jumpy.” Nervousness has a way of 
spreading. It is “ketchin’.” So when 
the horns tooted and the lights flashed and 
the companies yelled the Midianites went 
to pieces. Now listen to the nub of all 
this: When God has you go up against 
great odds, always remember he is ar- 
ranging for your victory at the other 
end. Mere three hundred, no matter how 
wonderful their powers, could never over- 
come a great army without God. Jonah 
single handed and alone could take Nine- 
veh because of God with him. Living- 
stone and Dan Crawford in Africa, 
Paton in the Pacific, and all the other 
missionary conquerors achieved with 
trumpet, pitcher, and voice because God 
was working, too (Josh. 23:10). 

CoATESVILLE, Pa. 


3 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustra- 
tions for this department; one dollar is 
paid for each illustration accepted, and 
two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything 
without first securing and reading carefully 
a leaflet explaining the conditions of this 
department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for 
ten cents in stamps. Failure to note the 
conditions means that good illustrations are 
constantly having to be rejected by the edi- 
tors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the 
date of the lesson. 


-Preference will be given to illustrations on 
at portion of the lesson text indicated in 
the lesson list after the word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Text are specially desired, though 
some on the Golden Text are aiso needed. 


A Suit of Working Clothes.—Be 
strong in the Lord, and in the strength 


of his might (Golden Text). 


The Holy Spirit “clothed” himself, 
It makes the record say, 

With Gideon! So he became 
As nothing in the fray 

But just a suit of working clothes 
The Spirit wore that day. 


—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Annie Richardson Kennedy, New 
York. 


Not Alone.—Jehovah said unto him, 
Arise, ... for I have delivered it into 
thy hand (v. 9). The messenger upon 
God’s errand never goes alone.—From 
Record of Christian Work. Sent by 
Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N.Y. 


The Arm Behind the Sword.—Thc 
sword of Jehovah and of Gideon (v. 20). 
When Saladin looked at the sword of 
Richard Coeur de Lion he wondered that 
a blade so ordinary should have wrought 
such mighty deeds. .The English king 
bared his arm and said: “It was not the 
sword that did these things; it was the 
arm of Richard.” Richard’s victories 
rested in the arm of flesh; our deliverance 
and victories rest in the almighty arm of 
our Lord Jesus Christ—From Devotional 
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Studies. Sent by W. Haslam, Black- 
burn, Lancashire, Eng. Prize illustration. 
Which Is Yours?—Blew the trumpets 
(v. 20). Mr. Spurgeon has said that far 
too many preachers treat the Gospel as 
a penny whistle instead of the blast of 
a trumpet.—From the “Life of Faith,” 
Sent by John Fleck, Stirlingshire, Scot- 
land, 
Who Won Waterloo?—The sword of 
Jehovah, and of Gideon (v. 20). Some 
few years ago, in the south of England, 
three men who were traveling were in- 
terested in the entrance of a stranger 
just as the train was starting. His bag 
and sword case indicated that he was 
a military man, and after a moment he 
said, “That was a close shave; I’ve come 


catch this connection.” Said one of the 
other men, “I am glad you have joined 
us, for we have been warmly discussing 
the comparative merits of Napoleon and 
Wellington. As a military man, we 
should like your opinion as to which of 
these was the greater general strategi- 
cally. We are of opinion that Welling- 
ton was the greater.” With considerable 
skill and graciousness the stranger proved 
that strategically Napoleon held the first 
place. “Ah, then who won Waterloo?” 
was the rejoinder. In quiet and reverent 
voice the stranger said, “God won Water- 
loo.” The speaker was General Sir John 
Frencin.—From the British Weekly. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


When Men Are Bricks.—They stood 
every man in his place (v. 21). The ex- 
pression “he is a brick” is usually re- 
garded as slang, but it is slang derived 
from the classics. Once a messenger of 
high degree was sent to Agesilaus, the 
king of Sparta. The Spartans were great 
warriors, and the ambassador naturally 
expected to find mighty fortifications 
around the town of Sparta. He found 
none, Marveling much at this, he asked 
the king for an explanation. “Come on 
the morrow,” said the king, “and I will 
show you the walls of Sparta.” The next 
morning the king led his guest out to a 
plain where his proud army was drawn 
up in full battle array. “See,” cried 
Agesilaus, “there are the walls of Sparta 
—ten thousand men, and every man a 
brick.”—From the Sunday School Chron- 
icle. Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, 
Eng. wd 


The Sunday School Times’ books-fer- 
petuate the weekly message. A descrip- 


tive list sent on request. 
enw 


from Gibraltar, and specially wanted to 





Lesson Hymns and Psalms - 


“Victory through grace.” 

“One more day’s work for Jesus.” 
“Trusting Jesus, that is all.” 
“Work, for the night is coming.” 
“Go and tell.” 

“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
* refer to the headings and numbers 
f songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 
“Trust and Never Fear” (58 : 1-3). 
Psalm 27 : 1-6. 
“My Rock of Strength” (131 : 1-3). 
Psalm 62:1, 2, 5-8 
“Better to Trust in the Lord” (233 : 1-3). 
Psalm 118: 1-9, 14. 
“His Wonders I Will Tell’? (161 : 1-4). 
Psalm 77 : 1-3, 11. 
“God, My Helper” (123:1, 2, 4). 
Psalm 56:1-4, 11-13. 


v2 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank~thee for the light that thy Word 
gives us upon ready obedience to thy will. 
We thank thee for the story of Gideon and 
his men. Thou art ever choosing thy serv- 
ants from those who realize the need for 
swift, unhindered obedience. It may be, our 
Father, that thou art even now selecting 
some from this Sunday-school to do a great 
work for thee. May all of us open wide the 
channels of our lives to the incoming of thy 
power and thy grace, that we may have the 
quality of character that will make us serv- 
iceable to thyself, not through our own 
strength, but through thy strength. We 
thank thee that it is not by many but even 
with a very few that thou dost win great 
victories. Help us not to count upon num- 
bers in our service for thee, but upon thy- 
self. In the name of the Lord Jesus we pray. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—How plainly God 
has always tried to teach his people that 
they must not depend upon themselves! 
A boastful general once said: “I have 
the enemy now where even God Almighty 
cannot help him.” What a terrible boast 
for a man to make! God knew the dan- 
ger to the Israelites of supposing that 
they were winning victories by their own 
hands. ‘So he just reduced the numbers 
until they were so small that only three 
hundred remained for Gideon’s expedition 
against the Midianites. Are you depend- 
ing too much today upon the things that 
vou have, the strength that you think you 
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have in body or in mind, in God's serv- 
ice? Perhaps God has some deep les- 
sons to teach many of us here to. show 
how utterly dependent we are. upon him, 
that victory is only through him. Let 
us fully trust him today, and remember 
the words of the Golden Text, which let 
us now say together: “Be strong in the 
Lord, and in the strength of his might.” 
Let us pray. 





BE STRONG 
IN THE LORD 











For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


fae the children if they ever made a 
4% good promise and broke it. That is 
just what the Israelites did. Joshua had 
warned them so faithfully against idol- 
atry, and they seemed to give heed to 
what he said, for they served the true 
God as long as Joshua lived and during 
the lifetime of the men who had fought 
under Joshua and had seen all the mighty 
works of God. But the younger people 
had grown up among the idolatrous peo- 
ple who were left in the land when the 
Israelites settled there, and they made 
marriages with the idolaters, and many 
of them forgot their promise to Joshua 
and their covenant with God. The coun- 
try was soon full of idolatry. Then the 
Lord sold them into the hands of their 
enemies, and they were very unhappy. In 
their distress the Israelites called upon 
God, and he sent some one to deliver 
them from their enemies. Then for a 
while they would serve the Lord, and live 
in peace. But after the death of their 
leader, they would worship idols again. 

After the Israelites had broken their 
promise three times, and three times had 
been helped and delivered, they “did evil 
in the sight of the Lord: and the Lord 
delivered them into the hand of Midian 
seven years.” These were seven years 
of terror. The people were so afraid of 
the Midianites that they made caves in 
the mountains where they might hide 
themselves from their enemies. Explain 
to the class that the Midianites were a 
wandering people, and they came into the 
land of Israel in great crowds, bringing 
their tents, their cattle, and their camels. 
They destroyed the crops of the people, 
and took their cattle and sheep. When 
the Israelites were brought to poverty, 
they called on the One who had always 
helped them. God sent them a deliverer, 
but first he sent a messenger who told 
them how foolishly they had acted. 

The class will be interested in the call 
of Gideon. Tell them some of the details. 
Perhaps Gideon was among the ones who 
had prayed for a deliverer. The Lord 
told him that he should deliver his peo- 
ple from the Midianites, giving him the 
same promise given to Moses: “Surely 
I will be with thee.” 

Gideon built an altar unto the true 
God, and threw down the altar to Baal 
which his father had built. When he 
saw ‘the great army of the enemy, the 
Spirit of God came upon him, and he 
blew the trumpet, and a great army gath- 
ered around him. God said there were 
too many, and for all who were afraid 
to go home. Twice as many went away 
as stayed with Gideon. The Lord said 
there were still too many. Now tell how 
God selected his army. Who would 
think it made any difference how people 
drank water from the brook? Well, per- 
haps if these people had been on a picnic 
or a- hike it would not have made any 
difference. But they were going to war 
against the strong, cruel oppressors of 
their people. So first chose the men 
who were not afraid, and out of these 
he took those who cared more for win- 
nipg the war than for their own com- 
fort—those who just dipped. up some 
water in their hands, and drank as they 
hurried on to obey orders. There were 
three hundred of these ‘select men, and 
in the valley. they could see the tents of 
the Midianites, the Amalekites, ‘and. the 





children of the east, like grasshoppers for 
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Lesson fer Nevember 28 . 


_ Judges 7: 3-25 


multitude. 
hundred, 

Tell about Gideon’s plan of attack. The 
people carried no weapons. They had 
pitchers with torches in them, and trum- 
pets, and in the dead of night, the enemy 
heard the sound of the trumpets, saw the 
glare. of the torches, and heard the tri- 
umphant shout, “The sword of the Lord, 
and of Gideon.” - In their confusion they 
began killing each other, and were soon 
driven out of the country. God had 
fought for Israel again. - 

Sing, “Onward, Christian Soldiers.” 


Cuinton, S. C. 


But God was with the three 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


God’s way: (1).His leader; (2) his 
force; (3) his weapons; (4) his .triumph. 


‘SOA TOT. one of us girls wants to do 

it that way.. We don’t want to go 
with her, of all people! We just know 
we won't have any good time at all!” 
Such were the objections to the plan for 
the week-end camp from which the 
leaders of this group of girls were hoping 
for such good results. Very patiently 
and. gently the woman in charge laid be- 
fore them the reasons for the plan, but 
in vain,— there was no response, no yield- 
ing, no co-operation. She laid her diffi- 
culty before another grown-up friend of 
the girls. She talked it over with them 
from this viewpoint: “Let us think all 
this through in the light of this one ques- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 











tion, ‘Do you honestly think this-way will 


not fail to make his plan our plan —can 


| time — you’re. throwing 


please the Lord Jesus? Would he have 
us do it this way? If so, as his followers 
[as they every one were], surely we can- 


we? Can we hope for success or happi- 
ness in any other way?’” Young as they 
were, they saw the point and felt the 
force of this appeal and -surrendered to 
it whole-heartedly. Never were three 
days better spent by that group. Never 
were there happier girls, nor had those 
girls ever felt so close to their Saviour 
and Friend. Theirs were shining faces 
and joyous voices after they had given 
God his way in their living. 
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Now can you oalp your girls to see in 
Gideon’s wonderfully interesting story -a 
parallel to their own lives, in many it- 
stances? Surely they will see that this 
victory was won by wholly following 
God’s plan—not any man’s, least of. all 
Gideon’s. In the very beginning the 
leader himself begged off with all sin- 
cerity from the call God sent him, Gid- 
eon knew he was not the right person 
to deliver his people from the Midian- 
ites. But God knew better —and made 
of Gideon a remarkably successful leader. 
Again, God refused to use the force Gid- 
eon gathered together to fight for deliv- 
erance, and so reduced its number that 
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no man would have thought any kind of 
victory possible, 
handful of God’s chosen three hundred, 
multitudes, like the locusts for number, 
were put to flight. 


But with that little 


Who among them 
would have dreamed of using such weap- 


ons as torches, pitchers, and trumpets? 


Surely here “foolishness” was used to 
confound the mighty! And last, the glo- 
rious victory with which God crowned 
this following of his way! There can 


be no doubt of its being a triumph, and 


God's triumph, for the wisdom of man 
had no part in it. 

Do your girls covet such results in 
their plans and work? Let them take 








guarantee ! 


or ‘Maybes’ ! 


Y  p yourself from baldness ! Stop 
falling hair! Grasp this ‘‘no 
risk’’ offer to grow new healthy hair 
in 30 days ! 


‘Here’s My Contract! 

If your hair is rapidly falling out— 
if your appearance is spoiled by ap- 
proaching baldness—if you have tried 
countless expensive hair treatments 
unsuccessfully — it makes no differ- 
ence! My contract stands! I'll 
grow new hair in thirty days—or the 
trial costs you NOTHING ! 


Here’s My Secret! 


Years of training and research and 
day after day experience in treating 
thousands of cases of loss of hair at 
the famous Merke Institute, Fifth 
Avenue, New York, have 


lf You Are Getting 


‘‘No matter how fast your hair is fall- 
ing out—no matter how much of it is 
already gone—I make this amazing 
Pll end dandruff— stop 
falling hair—grow new hair in 30 
days—or you don’t pay mea cent! 
No strings attached! No ‘Ifs,’ ‘Ands,’ 
New hair or no pay ! 
And you are the sole judge !”’ 


By ALOIS MERKE 


Founder of the Merke Institute, 5th Avenue, New York 


My Method Reaches the Roots 


It’s no use trying to makea tree 
grow by rubbing ‘‘ growing fluid’’ on 
the bark. You must get to the roots! 

And that’s. just why my scientific 
treatment is so tremendously bene- 
ficial! It penetrates de/ow the surface 
of the scalp. It quickly reaches the 
cause of the trouble—the dormant, 
starving hair roots. It awakens them. 
Hair begins to sprout again. It takes 
on new life and color. It becomes 


stronger and thicker. And in a sur- 


prisingly short time—sooner than you 
ever imagined possible—you have a 
new healthy growth of hair—OR | 
PAY ALL COSTS OF THE TREAT- 
MENT MYSELF!.. 


And best of all, my system is so 
simple that it can be used in any 
home where there is electricity with- 
out the slightest discom- 





taught me many valuable 
facts about the hair— 
and this, the most amaz- 
ing of all, that in most 
cases of baldness the hair 
roots are not dead, but 
merely dorymant—asleep. 


You’re wasting your 


EVID 


mocap. ‘Treat 


of hair. comi: 


should buy.” 


: ‘*I want to 
away money—when you 


try to reach these dormant 


and never even get to the 
roots, the zeaZ source of 
trouble..... How.could they. 


only four wee 





A ever Zossiblygrow new hair? 





A.K.A 


Hair Coming Back 


ea Having used your Ther- 
days, I find a new growth 


bald spot. It is 
very fine. The Thermocap 
is a Treatment that every 
one who is tosing his hair 


G. H.P., Portland,. Me. 
Dandruff Leaves Entirely. 


wonderful your treatment 
is. The first week my dan- 
druff left entirely, and by 


roots with ordinary hair | win Mt‘ ccna be 


“*] have heen partly bald 
for the last ten years and 
have used your treatment 


I can alread 
erp of hair coming in,”’ 


fort—and for just a few 
cents a day / 


New Hair or No Cost! 

Thousands claim seem- 
ing miracles for my treat- 
ment. I don’t. I admit 
some cases of loss of hairare 
hopeless. Only remember 
this—these cases are so 
very rare and.so many 
hundreds of others have 


ENCE! 


ment for 30 


ng back on 
wing in 


tell you how 


tonics, oils, massages, ‘and | :***® “ll over my head.” regained hixuriant hair 
salves,. For such measures | ... Port Angeles, Wash. wrough a method, that 
treat only the surface skin, -| . Partlx Bald for 10 Years am willing to let you try 


- it for 30 days—AT MY 
RISK}. 


. Then if you are not ab- 


ks to date,but 
y see a new 











anderson, aca _solutely delighted—say SO. 











ld! 





And I’ll mail you a check immediately 
—refunding every cent of your money 
—and the treatment will have cost 
you NOTHING! 


Free Booklet Tells All 


The very fact that you have read 
this announcement shows that you 
are anxious about the condition of 
your hair. So why not investigate ? 
Find out for yourself. If you will 
merely fill in and mail the coupon I 
will gladly send you without: cost or 
obligation a wonderfully interesting 
booklet, which describes in detail my 
successful system, which is growing 
new hair for thousands all over the 
country. In addition it tells all about 
my iron-clad guarantee, which en- 
ables you to take my treatment with- 
out a penny’s risk. Clip and mail 
the coupon today. 


Allied Merke Institutes, Inc., 
Dept. 16811, f 
512 
Fifth Ave., 
New York 
City 


Allied Merke Institutes, Inc., 
Dept. 16811,512 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 


Please send me without cost or obliga- 
tion a copy of your book, ‘'The New 
Way to Grow Hair,’’ describing the 
Merke System. 
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Peloubet’s Uniform 


Graded Quarterlies 


} . 
4 
ORAM LESSONS 


, | 
wate Sunda 


Chey teach. the 


Mou rrowth of 


id dur the past hfty yvears. 


A Few of the Advantages 


Bible 


A common subject 


Home and family study and discussion 


Make teachers’ meetings possible 


Fresh texts each year 


1d teac h 


! ’ oa 
ret amples and « dtalogues gladly sent upon request 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY '™ Gassgoon stree 





BOSTON, MASS 
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mediately for our page “Catalog and 








The Super-Book for Sunday Schools, Prayer 
Meetings and Young People’s Meetings 


ORCHESTRATION (including alte and tenor saxophone) may be secured 


comparison with other hymnals, 1,000 copies of the Excelsior 
Hymnal were recently purchased by one of the largest churches in Detroit for use in its 
Church School. The fact that your school is smaller is no reason for not having as.good music 
as does this big school. You can purchase 50 copies (more or less) at as low a price as we 
charge the school purchas 1,000 copies. Isn’t it worth your while to investigate this Super- 
Book before ordering some less worthy successor to your present Church School Hymnal? 


A returnable examination copy mailed on request 


The Excelsior Hymnal has a superb collection of Hymns for Christmas, but in addition you 
will need Pageants, Cantatas, Songalogues, etc., of the kind that help you to 


‘KEEP CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS 


Do not use the occasion for alot of meaningless festivities, but send im- 
r mpler’’ in which these are 
liberally sampled. Pastors, Sunday School Superintendents, Choir Directors 
and Music Comm ittees will find this exceedingly helpful in planning their 
Christmas programs. While the edition lasts; they have the privilege of mail- 
ing 10c (stamps or coin) for a copy. Please give name of Church. 


Box 439 


BOTH_IN CONTENTS*7 
AND WORKMANSHIP 








91 SEVENTH AVENUE, 
NEW YORK, N. Y. 




















CITY 


Are more like personal friends 
than hotels to those who love 
to go down to the sea for 











inthe pony Nand of things rest or play. Fall and winter 
on the ac © . 
Pe ny eer Ie days are mild and delightful. 
“Dual Trio” Radio C. American Plan - Always Open 
every Tuesday Evening at 9. Mlustrated folder on request 
Tune in on WPG. LEEDS AND LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 
Nee 
Why not give that friend of yours | pap auraar—aarar aar ar 


years subscription to The Sunday 
School Times ? Fifty-two times a year 
it will express your thoughtfulness. 
If you order any subscriptions sent as 
Christmas gifts and will so tndicate 
in your order, a beautifully illustrated 
Christmas greeting card will be mailed 
to the recipient in your name. Page 686 
gives subscription rates in full. 





Use Cuticura Soap 
And Ointment 
To Heal Sore Hands 


a aw aw aw ww 


Colored Man With Small Family Wishes Position 
in private family or institution. Rest of references. 
Experienced cook, butler and steward. 


Address JOHN tH. GREENE, Gloucester, Va. 








God’s way; or as in other cases in Scrip- 
ture, find ’s way for them and sur- 
render to it wholly, and triumph will 
come as surely as it came to Gideon — 
God’s triumph. : 
Home Study 

Read 1 Samuel 15 for the story of a 
leader who followed his own plan, re- 
jecting God’s, and contrast it with Judges 
6 and 7. 
Decatur, Ga. 

w 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “Thou mighty man of 
valor” (Judg. 6:12). 

Discussion: Bring up the great battles 
for God and the right that are being 
waged in the world today and challenge 


the fellows to prepare for taking a Gideon 
hand, 


Objective: Hear, see, and follow the 
Leader (Acts 22: 14, 15). 














AY, fellows, the seventh chapter of 

the Book of Judges carries one of | 
the most thrilling, yet one of the strangest 
battie stories ever written. It is thrill- 
ing because the situation just preceding 
was so tragic, the contest (from a hu- 
man view) was so unequal, and the vic- 
tory gained by a little handful of intrepid 
men was so complete. But you will have 
to read the sixth chapter first to appre- 
ciate what happened in the seventh. 

Gideon’s great victory over the Midian- 
ites who swarmed the valley like “grass- 
hoppers for multitude’ would not have 
been possible but for what took place in 
his private life shortly before. It is 
the sixth chapter that tells of Gideon’s 
real preparation for that mighty con- 
flict; and our introduction to this stal- 
wart leader, in the very beginning of the 
chapter is: “Thou mighty man of valor.” 
Yet Gideon was far from looking. like 
a man of valor and far from feeling like 
one. In fact, Gideon was a sorry looking 
specimen when the angel of the Lord 
spoke to him there by the wine press. We 
do not know whether he was big and 
strong or small and runty, but he was 
cheap enough, snooping around up there 
by the wine press trying to thresh a little 
wheat. 

The wine press was no place to thresh 
wheat. It was on the hillside near the 
vineyards and one needed a. broad open 
place for threshing, after the manner of 
the East. But Gideon knew there was 
little chance in the open, for no sooner 
than his wheat was threshed the Midian- 
ites would swoop down on him and take 
it away. Lucky if he escaped with his 
life. Poor Gideon, crouching around be- 
hind the wine press trying to get a little 
wheat threshed to keep soul and body to- 
gether! It is hard to think of him in 
Judges 6:11 as a mighty warrior and 
leader. 

But the very next verse reveals the se- 
cret, for the angel of the Lord said: “Je- 
hovah is with thee, thou mighty man of 
valor.” There’s many a fellow right now, 
in these last days of November, 1926, 
tied down by circumstances over which 
he has no control, hedged about by limi- 
tations on all sides, “with no chance,” he 
thinks; but if he just knew it he is a 
mighty man of valor, because the Lord 
is with him. And if he will do the pre- 
liminary things that Gideon did and that 
are quite possible for him to do, he will 
whip out a greater triumph in his world 
than Grover Alexander achieved in the 
baseball world when he won the world 
series. d 

Here, fellows, are at least the cardinal 
points of Gideon’s pro-game prep- 
aration. - First, he listened to the voice 
of the angel, though the angel was ap- 
parently saying impossible things. Gid- 
eon rubbed his astonished eyes that he 
might see more clearly the vision. Many 
a fellow misses his big opportunity these 
days through unbelief; obstinately cling- 
ing to the purely material things that he 


Selection of 


Christmas Music 
for Sunday-Schools 


||: Made Easy 


Sample Outfit on Approval . 


THs special assortment will enable Christmas 
Music Committees to consider quickly and effici- 
ently a varied line of splendid program material and 


to make suital 
Clip and pin or paste this announcement to a sheet 
of letter paper, sign your name ‘ess, and we 
will send you on approval the following : 
Christmas Carols (both standard and modern) 
Christmas Services or Programs 
Sacred Dramatic Cantatas 
Sacred Cantatas (non-dramatiec) 
Santa Claus Cantatas 
Song and Story Program 
Recitation and Exercise Book 
After ten days pay for all copies not zeturned post- 
paid to 


LORENZ PUBLISHING CO. 


216.W. Sth St. 70 E.45thSt. 218 S. Wabash Ave. 
Dayton, Ohio New York Chicago 

This offer is not good after December 10th 
Mention The Sunday School Times 








A Service for Christmas 


Joyful Voices 


























This service presents the 
Christmas Story in a 
most attractive manner. 
Six tableaux are provided 
XK: for in the Pageant, but 
OVFUL are not necessary if 
OICES - merely a service of song 
CnRISTMAS and recitation is desired, 
seavice though they add greatly 
ne PAGEANT ,.,. to the attractive features 
ee SOD esq and are easily prepared. 
SEs off The music is most 
Ld i - » though not 
M0 z i it. 
a ______ 
$6.00 a hundred $3.25 for fifty 


80 cents a dozen Single copy, 7c. 


We have a complete stock of the latest 
holiday —- for the church 
and Sunday School ‘ 
Greeting Cards Services Dialogues 
Candy Boxes Calendars Novelties 
Holiday Booklets Test t Bibles 








Send for Our Christmas Catalog and 
_. Holiday Bulletin 

















CHRISTMAS MUSic 
HALL MACK CO's 
FREE SAMPLES TO SUPT. PASTOR or COM. 


Sample of.6 Services, 96 pages, Music, etc., free to 
Pastors, Superintendents, and Committees. 

Not Free Samples, but sent for éxamination, are the 
following new publications: 

** Christmas in Cherryland,’’ 35 cents, $3.60 
the dozen. A —— cantata, Japanese in part 
with snap and go in words and music. 

**A Trip to Santa Claus Land,’* 35 cents,$3.60 
the dozen. Very easy, for younger folk. 

**The Word Fulfilled.’’ Dr. Geibel’s story can- 
tata. For Sunday service if desired. 30 cents each, 
$3.00 the dozen. 

These new publications not sent for examination : 


Christmas Helper, No. 14—25 cents. 
: — than roo selections in one book—6 songs {n- 
cluded. 


Christmas Specials, No. 3—25 cents. 
book. 





55 cial Numbers in one 


Any Time.’’ A play, 25 cents. Th 
come all at once to spend Cheltines. Very Rene. f 


HALL-MACK CO., 21st & Arch Sts., Phila. ,Pa. 
Natiorial Music Co., Western SellingAgts.,Chicago, Ill. 
FATHER AND SON 


= ’ 3_ By Wallace Dunbar Vincent 
D A D | Talks between father.and son 
@ on games,sports,duties,thabits, 
qualities and aims. Sixty chap- 

ters of meaty stuff—interesting, helpful, informing. 











CHUMMY TALES BETWEEN 





can see and taste and touch: unwilling- 





(Concluded on page 686) 


seni a oe © REARS SNR TARR Sees. rc aR RCS INy, manent ak. 4 aces 





Introducticn ty Deputy Chief Scout Exeovtive Fisher $1.50 





F.H.Revell Ce.,158 Sth Ave.,New York. 17N. Wabash Ave.,Chicago 
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r. and Mrs. Howar 
Jom Our Cruise 


The President of The Sunday School 
Times Company and Mrs. Howard 
will be on board the S. S. Doric when 
‘ we sail for the Mediterranean, Holy 
Land, and Europe on January 22nd 





E ARE happy to announce that Mr. and 
Mrs. Philip E. Howard have engaged a 
cabin on the S. S. Doric and will travel 
with The Sunday School 
Times party to the Mediterranean, 





Travel Service, Inc., has solved every travel prob- 
lem and will make your tour as easy and simpleas 
a Sunday-school picnic. Mr. Boring personally will 

accompany us. We will not be 





troubled with inferior coastwise 
| Holy Land, and Europe. The ITINERARY steamers or uncertain railroad 
| President of The Sunday School is Dieta meusiictiiy "3 schedules. The palatial S. S. Doric 
: Times Company will be with us. Funchal, Madeira ie ai , ; will be our floating home. While 
When we walk through the streets Algeciras, Spain’ Jan. 31 Jan. 31 we are on land we Will travel in 
| once trod by the Saviour one of Algiers, Algeria ee 


special trains and private motor 
cars. Hotel rooms have been re- 
served for us a year in advance. 


Madeira, Spain, Gibraltar, Al- 
riers, Tunisia, Malta, and Egypt. 
ou can know them. all. Yor 
nearly a week you can visit the 
places in the Holy Land made 
sacred by His presence 1900 years 
ago. Then onto Smyrna, Ephe- 
sus, Constantinople, Sicily, Italy, 
France, and England. Vis the 


Goletta, Tunisia Feb Feb. 


our company will be the man (Visiting Tunis and Ruins of Carthage) 
ita 


whose Christian messages are car- 
ried each week to myriads of Sun- 
day-school students and teachers. 


When the S.S. Doric sails from 
New York on January 22nd, 1927, 
there will be hundreds on board 
whose ideals and standards are the 
same as yours. We want you with 
us,too. One of the most attrac- 
tive features of-our great tour will 
be the friends we make and the 


TAD Ss 


eb. 5 Feb. 5 
(Ship will pass close to scene of St. Paul’s 
shipwreck) 





exandria, Esypt Feb. 7 
(Including daylight rail trip to Cairo, vis- 
its to the Pyramids, Sphinx, etc., daylight 
trip through Land of Goshen, along the 
Suez Canal to Port Said, etc.) 

Port Said, Egypt Feb. 12 

‘Haifa, Palestine Feb. 13 Feb, 18 | 
(Including Jerusalem and motor trips in 
six and seven passenger cars to Nazareth, 
Tiberias, Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Jeri- 
cho, Dead Sea, River Jordan, Bethlehem, 
etc.) 

Smyrna, Asia Minor Feb. 20 _ Feb. 20 
(Including a trip to Ruins of Ephesus) 

Constantinople, Turkey Feb. 21 Feb. 22 
(Including daylight trip through the Bos- 


porus to the Black Sea and through the 
Dardanelles) 


1 pike Gee Sin 26% entire trip from New York and 
companionship that will not per- po ogg Feb. a3 Feb. 95 return need take but 60 days. If 
mit an hour’s loneliness. From (including visit to Pompeii three days in 


you wish to stay longer, stop-over 
steamship tickets will be given you 
without, extra charge. 


Come, join Mr. and Mrs. How- 
ard on this trip of a lifetime. With 
us you will find health, recreation, 
inspiration, and a companionship 
you will remember always. Send 
the coupon today, and read the 
details for yourself in the descriptive, illustrated 
literature we will send you. 


Rome and daylight trip from Naples to 
Rome, and Rome to Leghorn) 
Leghorn, Italy Mar. 2 
Villefranche, France Mar. 3 Mar. 3 
(Including famous Corniche drivé and 
visit to Nice, Monte Carlo and Monaco) 
Gibraltar 


the moment we go aboard the 
S. S. Doric until we land in New 
York again we will travel as one 
large family. You will be at home 
with us. 


(For optional tour to Spain) 
Cherbourg, France ar. 

(For optional tour to Paris) 
Southampton, England Mar. 9 Mar. 12 

(Including visit to London and vicinity) 


Anentire ship has been chartered. New York City Mar. 22 


It is one of the newest and finest 
of the great White Star fleet and 
_ it offers to hundreds the opportunity of a lifetime. 
Prices have been cut to the bone. James Boring’s 






































A vai e Lcupon % The Sunday School Times a 
Send the coupon today, and let g 103 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. ° 
us send you full particulars about § Dear Friend: I am interested in the 1927 Sunday ° 
The Sunday School Times tour to H actew we ag *. the aa. an _— ' 
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the Mediterranean, Holy Land, 5 die Sal ‘particulars. 2 1 
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be under no obligation of any ; a 
kind. i x: Aico eaetheniies shsthaiorg hanes Oiaem 2687. 8 8 
: Write in the margin the names of friends who 
' you think may be interested. 8 
em GS 6S Om on OS Oe me om oS oo om ee eee we ee we eee eae 

. 
a ai reese be _ Soc aaeneaeaeehememenats Del Kites Pn: oS mais Pm s 








ae Sie sei: 


ggg 


eer “ ve 


Pena a ae aed 


to I, aS 


2 A Ope i 


i ee 


SS OPAL 


> eal 


pa 


SPP 


se 


Satta ope: 


Ca fi Se AAO lg LORE Aig I. ip «Ml Ahn Sa GE 


686 * 


rs. Slosson’s Tales of the 


THE SUNDAY- SCHOOL TIMES 


New Hampshire Hills 


STORIES of New England 


characters, told in inimitable style, 


and printed and bound in artistic gift book form, ideal as 


Christmas presents. 
power and Christian faith and 
endeared the author to so many 


Stories “ brimming over with the love and 


Yankee ‘homeyness’ that have 
thousands of eager readers. for a 


generation past.” 


A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem 


This story, a Christmas blessing to any one who 
reads it, tells of a lonely boy among the New 
Hampshire hills who was profoundly moved to 
prepare in his own way for our Lord’s return on 
Christmas Duy. Daintily bound in blue and 
gold. 75 cents; postage, scts. 


The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark 


The touching story of a girl in a mountain vil- 
lage, counted a heretic by her neighbors, but 
whose life reveals the reality of a strange and 
transforming vision that the country folk cannot 
understand. $1; postage, 7cts. 


Simples from the Master’s Garden 


a Simple Expositor 
Puzzled Souls 


Five heart-touching Stories in Mrs. 


tell Lib’’ herself. 





‘*So true to life are these stories, and so heart-searching, 


that many a 
this or that tale was not act 


The kind of books yo 


reader has ‘found 


it difficult to believe that 
ual fact in every particular.’’ 


u will buy for a friend 


—and want for yourself, too. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 


A captivating portrayal of what the teachings 
of the luwly Nazarene have done in the hum- 
blest of lives. ‘The story of the Master’s Garden, 
with characteristic sketches of ‘A Simple Cross- 
bearer, a Simple Child Trainer,a Simple Faith, 
,’” etc. $1.50; postage, rocts. 


Slosson’s 
charming vein, introducing problems of religious 
thought or daily living, problems that are solved 
as parables solve them, and not dogmatically, 
Including a particularly precious one by Story~ 
$1; postage, ro cts. 





USED IN OVER ONE MILLION CHRISTIAN HOMES 


ie HURLBUTS STORY TE BIBLE 


BY JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT, D.D. 


Recommended by'all denominations for Its freshness and accura 
for its simplicity of language, for its freedom from doctrinal discussion. 


A COMPANION VOLUME TO THE BIBLE 


FOR TEACHERS—STUDENTS—FOR THE HOME AND SCHOOL 


One hundred and si: 


y-eight stories each co: 
forming a continuous natrative of the Bible drome G Genesis to 
stories rendered vitally 


Tne worid old 
@uthor’s fresh 


sixt; te in itself, yet 
m ple’ i ret 


vi interesting by the noted 


and realistic treatment. 
The Biggest oad Best Illustrated 


On ale ofall Booksellers. 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Book and 


Gye Sunday School Gimes 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countfies. 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—-One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 
The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers. of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 

United States publications. : 
Therefore, ‘all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for poStage: That is, the’ Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 

the single subscription, $2.25 a~- years 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be- sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus so cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times. Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





fa. 


United States and | 


Book for the Price. 
color plates, 260 illustrations. PRICE $2.00 
Representatives W 
Bible Publishers, 250 Winston Bidg., Philadelphia 





AWhole Year for 31.00! 


Don’t miss it! Marion Lawrance said: 
no other I like as well.”” Sample copy free. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, New York 


tHe ILLUSTRATOR 


makes Sunday school teaching interesting 


“There is 








Church Furniture 
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Say, Fellows— 
(Concluded from page 684) 


ness to venture with anything God_ pro- 
poses until it has at least half happened. 
Second, Gideon recognized and acknowl- 
edged that there was nothing of special 
merit in himself: he was the least in his 
father’s house—and his father’s house 
was not much, at that. He was humble 
—and that’s important. Third, Gideon 
showed himself. willing to be further 
taught through the-heayenly vision and 
entered actively into being confirmed by 
every means the Lord would employ to 
make definite and clear his call to serv- 
ice. Sometimes we, with best inten- 
tions, go off half-cocked. Fourth, Gideon 
cleared the decks for action Ly striking 
down ‘and casting out the idolatry of his 
own home. ‘Who shall ascend into the 
hill of the Lord? or who shall stand in 
his holy place? He that hath clean hands, 
and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up 
his soul unto vanity” (Psa. 24:3, 4). 
Fifth, Gideon implicitly obeyed every 
command of the Lord in working out the 
details of his campaign, though the pro- 
cess was utterly unreasonable to a sol- 
dier’s way of thinking and planning. 

Now, fellows, put yourself in Gideon’s 
place and follow his line. You, too, ¢will 
win the victory — just as gloriously. The 
Lord’s -power- is not diminished. “The 
sword of the Lord, and of you” are just as 
invincible as the “sword of the Lord, and 
of Gideon” if you are willing to “gid- 
eonize” your program, which means giv- 
ing the Lord entire control. And that 
means also, in the very beginning, throw- 
ing out the idols — everything that stands 
between you and a complete surrender of 
yourself to Jesus Christ. 

There are yet big conquests to be put 
over for Him. He is wanting Gideons to- 
day, perhaps more than ever before in 
the world’s history. And “Jehovah is 
with thee, thou mighty man of valor.” 


Greensporo, N. C. 
we 


Last Week’s Questions Answered 
(On the Lesson of November 21) 


1. Perhaps because it was a central point, 
and was near the two mountains from which 
the law had been read. It seems to have been 
an important city in the history of Israel (1 
Kings 12:1, 25). 

2. It was at Shechem that Abraham made 
his first altar in Canaan (Gen. 12); Jacob 
bought a parcel of ground there and also 
built an altar (Gen. 33) and dug the well 
from which our Lord drank in the days of 
his flesh (John 4); there Jacob’s sons fed and 
watered their flocks (Gen. 37); there Moses 
delivered his blessings and cursings (Deut. 
27, 28); and there at last Joseph’s bones were 
buried, by his own request made four hun- 
dred years before. 

3. Shechem is situated in a pass between 
two ranges of hills, “just where it passes the 
watershed . . . some of its waters flowing 
seaward, the rest toward the Jordan.” 
Mounts Ebal and Gerizim are on either side, 
the mountains of blessing and cursings. Here 
still flows the well of water which Jesus made 
the symbol of the living water. 

4. It is today called Nablus, and is still a 
geographical center, the seat of the govern- 
ment-of the province and the link between 
the east and west telegraph lines. 

5. Today the railroad will bring one from 
Cairo in Egypt to Nablus in Palestine in 
just one day. 

6. Shechem is the first location of God’s 
people (represented in Abraham) in Canaan 
(Gen. 12), and the last point of gathering 
after they had possessed that land of prom- 
ise, under Joshua (Josh. 24). Shechem is a 
sort of “focal center about which this whole 
history turns.” 

7. He talked about God’s goodness and 
power, and the reasonableness of serving him. 

8. Probably sixty-four years. His first pub- 
lic service had been leading the army against 
Amalek, soon after leaving Egypt. 

9. The Sinai covenant, 

10. See Joshua 8 : 30-35. 

11. His strong insistence that they should 
choose whom they would serve and also his 
calling upon them to prove their sincerity 
by putting away the strange gods which 
were among them. 

12, Verses 16, 18, 21, 22, 24. 


13. Observance of the civic law, with special 
reference to prohibition (Rom. 193-: 1-7). 


14. Card playing and all forms of gambling 
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(Exod. 20:15; Rom. 12:17; 2 Cor. 8:21; 1 
Thess. 5 : 22). ’ . 
15. Keeping of the Sabbath Day holy 


(Exod. 20 : 8-11). 


16. Teaching .in schools and colleges con- 
trary to the Word of God (x Tim. 6: 20, 21). 





For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bibie Read- 
ings on the International Uniform Sunday 
School Lessons. issued by the International 

Sunday School Lesson C 


November 22 to 28 
Mon.—Judges 6 : 1-16. Israel Oppressed. 


“Whom the Lord loveth” he chastens 
and preserves; whom he “hateth,” he re- 
jecteth (Rom. 9:13). Hence, although 
his hand was heavy upon Israel for their 
sins, it was not “unto death” (Psa. 118: 
18). Israel sinning meant God deliver- 
ing “into” (v. 1); Israel repenting meant 
God delivering ‘‘out of” (as we shall see 
later). So also with us. 


For Himsetr: This is the highest form 
of thanksgiving, thankfulness for what 
God 1s: infinite in power, majesty, wis- . 
dom, holiness, also in love, mercy, faith- 
fulness, forgiveness. Do we love him pri- 
marily for what he is IN HIMSELF, or for 
what he does For us? Do we praise-him 
for spiritual blessings more than for tem- 
poral blessings? 


Tues.—Judges 6: 11-24. Gideon’s Call. 


Dr. Henry W. Frost tells-of a Chinese 
tablet which reads: “If you are planning 
for ten years, plant trees; if you are plan- 
ning for a hundred years, plant meh.” 
Moses and Joshua, adds Dr. Frost, had 
planned far in advance, and hence had 
left behind them a race of men, of whom 
Gideow was one. Are you of the Gideon 
type? 

For SatvaTion: How much does sail- 
vation mean to you? Is his Word pre- 
cious? Is the hour of communion sweet? 
Does prayer ever degenerate into a mere 
form? Is soul-winning an irksome duty? 
Is your salvation a dead: thing: of the 
head, or a living thing of the heart? If 
the latter, surely then praises must well 
up and overflow. 


Wed.—Judges 6 : 25-32. Gideon’s Faithfulness. 


“Mighty man of valor” (v. 12) as was 
Gideon, yet how human! A man of “like 
passions” with ourselves. Questioning the 
Lord. (v. 13) 5 self-depreciative (v. 15); 
seeking a sign (v. 17); fearful toward 
God (v. 22) ; afraid of man (v. 27); and 
yet God’s chosen instrument, -a man of 
faith, instantly responsive and obedient. 


For Joyrut Service: The head and the 
hands follow the heart. They can’t help 
it. “The love of Christ constraineth” 
Love must find some way of joyfully 
expressing itself, for this. is tts nature, 
the nature of Him who 1s love and who 
is therefore the Great Server of the uni- 
verse. Do you love to serve rather than 
to be served? This is OF HIM} pratse 
him for it! 

Thurs.—Judges 6 : 33-40. 
Gideon’s Faith Strengthened. 

Abraham, es had once said, “but this 
once” (Gen. 18:32), as if the patience of 
God were a thing easily exhausted, and 
yet God granted all he asked. And now 
Gideon ; and God granted his request. It 
is better to be able to trust God without 
signs (John 20:29); yet if signs be nec- 
essary, God will not ‘withhold them. 

Count Your Bressincs: God, salva- 
tion, service, church, home, loved ones, 
friends, Christian fellowship, neighbors, 





country, health, illness, trials, poverty, 
loneliness, employment, food, raiment, 
shelter, air, sunshine, — “giving thanks 


ALWAYS for att things” (Eph. 5:20), for 
“aLL are yours; and ye are Christ's; 
Christ is God’s” (1 Cor. 3222, 23). 
Fri.—Judges 7 : 1-25. 
Gideon and the Three Hundred. 

If human weakness and human fearful- 
ness can_but give God a. chante,. how 
mightily he works; and he works in such 
a way that the glory must be all his. Poor 
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ways that 
people use 


LUDEN’S 


To refres;, the mouth and sweeten the 
breath. 


To give quick relief throughout the 
air passages when irritated by coughs 
and colds, ‘ 


To ease the throat and clear the voice 
— after singing, speaking, broadcasting, 
teaching, dictating. 


For children, in place of cough medi- 
cine, mother just melts a Luden’s in a 
spoon, Pleasant to take—and safe. 


Over 10,000 letters have been received, 
praising the beneficial and exclusive menthol 
blend in Luden *s Cough Drops. In the yel- 


low packag 


» Goo a Luden’s—Millions do’’ 
«~ oe 
Real Singing 


can be had in your Church and Bible School if 
you adopt and use Victorious Service Songs. 
This all purpose hymn book supplies the mate- 
tial you need for real 
singing. More than 1000 
Churches, Bible Schools & 
religious educational di- 
rectors are using and 
commending it as the 
ideal hymn _ book. 

is worthy of your care- 
ful examination. 

If you will name your 
Church, a cloth bound 

copy will be sent for 

a 30 day free ex- 

amination. Send for 
it today. See what this 
worthwhile book offe 
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action,quick action in every talk.” —Boston Tran- 
script. ; 
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- Dignified Employment for Christian Men 


selling Stereopticons and Slides and Visual 
Equipment to Churches, Schools, Lodges. 





McINTOSH STEREOPTICON COMPANY 
2150 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 





BIBLE UNIVERSITY COURSE 


Leading to graduation. Study athome. Graduate 
in 30 months. Hest books. For announcements, write 
Pror. C. J. Burton, Bible University, Eugene, Ore. 


"Use XMAS Gift 
Electric Heating Pad 


Has 3 heats, 10 ft. cord, detachable plug. 


Put im attractive hinged case. 
Sncctnt ouch price . . $ 2.75 
MANUFACTURERS SURPLUS STOCK CO. 


5434 Wayne Avenue, Chicago, Ill. 





Gideon, after all these revelations from 
God, a bit fearful still! (vs. 9 to 11.) 
But —don’t condemn him too severely; 
turn the searchlight selfward. 


For Prayer: “All prayer,” says Paul 
(Eph. 6:18), all KINDS of prayer: pett- 
tion, supplication, confession, intercession, 
thanksgiving, adoration, communion. In 
keeping with the foregoing paragraph, 
sing the following stanza of the late Dr. 
A. J. Gordon's beautiful hymn: 


Help me to be holy, O Saviour divine;, 

Why conquer so slowly this nature of mine? 

Stamp deeply thy likeness where Satan hath 
been; 

Expel with thy brightness my darkness and 
sin. 

Sat.—Romans 8 : 31-39. More than Conquerors. 


More than victors through Christ; 
more than vanquished through self! Ah, 
the pity that too often it takes a lifetime 
to learn the lesson! “According to the 
power that worketh,” not in some far- 
off unseen realm, but “in you,’ which is 
“Christ in you,’ through whom we can 
“do all things.” 


For THE SunpaAy ScHoot Times: Its 
weekly messages, its publishing and edi- 
torial staff, its department contributors, its 
circulating force, its book department, its 
praying constituency, its unswerving loy- 
alty to sound evangelical truth, its spir- 
itual “menu”? now in preparation for 1927. 
Sun.—Psalm 27 : 1-6. 

The Fearlessness of Faith. 


“Your enemies there are seeking to un- 
dermine your reputation here,’ wrote a 
friend in the homeland to a friend abroad. 
“Psalm twenty-seven,’ came back the 
cabled reply. And _ subsequent events 
proved faith well founded. No malign 
power in earth or hell can destroy or 
even harm such a one. Commit Isaiah 
54: 17. 

For Att CuristiAN AGENCIES, espe- 
cially such as are sound in doctrine, well- 
balanced in experience, and aggressive in 
evangelism:. missionary boards, Bible 
training schools, tract houses, religious 
papers, denominational and undenomina- 
tional societies; praise God for all. 
“Praise ye the Lord.” 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 5. Character: 
What Affects It? Prov. 22:1; 8 : 1-11. 
1 Cor. 15 : 33. (Consecration meeting.) 

December 12. The Children of Our Commu- 
nity. What Shall We Do for Them? 
John 21 : 15-17; Matt. 25 : 40. 

December 19. How Can We Express the 
Christmas Spirit? Luke 2: 1-20; Gal. 
6:9, 10; 2 Cor. 8:9; 9: 6-15. 

December 26. The Past Year—Its Lessons; 
the New—Its Possibilities. Deut. 8 : 1-6; 
Pail, ¢: 43,14. 


How Form It? 


Sunday, November 28 


Christian Endeavor Around the World 
(Phil. 2 : 1-13) 





Mon.—Active in prayer (Eph. 6 : 18-24). 
Tues.—In service (Luke 10 : 25-37). 
Wed.—In social life (Acts 2 : 41-47). 
Thurs.—In church loyalty (Psa. 84 : 1-12). 
Fri.—In mission fields (Isa. 65 : 17-25). 
Sat.—In Christian culture (Rom. 8 : 24-39). 











What is Christian Endeavor doing in China? 
What is Christian Endeavor doing in India? 
What progress is CHfistian Endeavor ma- 


king at home? 
i bra closely do you follow the topic 
for your weekly prayer-meeting and 
the daily readings? And how closely 
would you follow them if you could not 
get to the weekly prayer-meeting? A 
soldier in China tells how he strived 
for-many days to get a copy of a little 
book that would give him the Christian 
Endeavor topics. He says in his unique 
way: 

“When I joined the C. E. Society I 
only knew to enter the society, but was 
without knowledge of its importance and 
special results. When che war broke out, 





I soon found I was under the shooting. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Every day I was in a difficult position, 
but well knew God was with us. By the 
end of the year Kaifeng agam declared 
martial law. So 1 waited till the end of 
the Chinese year, then 1 accompanied two 
friends, and entered the city through the 
Sung Gate. I went in, and my heart 
seemed to say, ‘Now is the best time for 
you to buy the C. E. Society Topics.’ 
So I asked the men; they said there were 
none, and I also went to Sheng Kong 
Hwei; they too said there were none. 
At last, I again went to China Inland 
Mission; I saw there was no one there. 
I then went to the Self-Supporting 
Church, They said, ‘No books.’ Then 
I went to the Nan-kwan Baptist Church, 
and asked whether they have C. E. Topic 
Books, they said, ‘No.’ Therefore all 
these disappointments made me lose hope. 
But after a few days I went to Yu-Shi to 
fight. When the fighting was over, I 
came to Chin-Chen, and called on Presi- 
dent Si. He gave me the very book I 
had looked for for so long a time. I 
was glad, and valued it highly. The help 
of, this book was grand and I am unable 
to write out in a whole day all the blessings 
I have received through the sttdy of these 
C. E. Hints and Helps.” 

This letter was addressed to the Gen- 
eral Secretaries of the China Christian 
Endeavor Union, Mr. and. Mrs, Edgar E. 
Strother, who stand true to the Old Faith. 
They are also active members of the 
Bible Union of China and are doing re- 
markable work in these two fields. 

ye 

A conservative estimate of the num- 
ber of C. E. societies. in China in 19244 
was 1,200. In 1925, 1,335 new societies 
had either been organized or were in the 
process of organization. The total num- 
ber 2,535. The estimated membership in 
China today is 100,000, and this in spite 
of troublous times and political unrest 
throughout the length and breadth of the 
land. The goal of the China Christian 
Endeavor Union is 12,000 societies in ten 
years. 

b 


Christian Endeavor in India is some- 
what different from Young People’s So- 
cieties we are familiar with in America. 
A missionary in South India writes: 

“At a recent rally, one interesting group 
was composed largely of men well past 
the prime of life, but who were still glad 


Endeavorers. The’ group consisted both 
of young and old, for here we have never 
made the distinction between young and 
old people. The fact is that India has no 
young people. It has children and mar- 
ried folks, but there are really no young 
people in the sense that we have young 
people in America. Here girls get mar- 
ried when they are sixteen or eighteen 
years of age, and consequently we do 
not have that group of carefree young 
folks that makes so much of. the chyrch 
life of America. Young men fréquently 
become Christian workers at eighteen 
years of age, and are in the same group 
with men who have served the mission 
from forty to fifty years. One result of 
this is that those who have served from 
forty to fifty years are still members of 
the Christian Endeavor Society and are 
still using the society as a means of train- 
ing the children under their care.” 
ye 

In Aleppo, Syria, there are four Chris- 
tian Endeavor societies, one of them in 
a refugee camp. At a recent fally of 
these four groups some 350 were present 
and the orchestra of the boys’ school fur- 
nished the music. 


During the Great War the Christian 
Endeavor societies in Germany increased 
from 500 to more than 1,000, and since 
the close of the War another 500 societies 
have been added to the roll. 


we 

It will be interesting if you will get 
your branch officers’ information as to 
the increase in the number of societies 
and membeérship in your Union for the 
past year. In this connection you might 
also compare the increase in your own 
society and part of the meeting might 
be devoted to praver that God will send 


to stand up and call themselves Christian |” 
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will show you how to win for him those 
in your community not now professing 
him. It might be well also to discuss 
the goal for new. members to be set for 
1927. 

4 


Am I making it possible for anyone in a 
foreign land to enjoy the privilege of Chris- 
tian Endeavor? 


How am I discharging my own respon- 
siblities. at home? 


What is God’s goal for our society? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


OXFORD 
BIBLES 


Two hundred and fifty years 
of Oxford Bible publishing has 
seen so few typographical 
errors that the accuracy of 
Oxford Bibles has become the 
standard of the world. 


Text Bible No. 01357 


In addition to its accuracy, Oxford 
Bible No. 01357 is distinguished for its 
clear, black-faced type. 


Although mea- 
suring only 67 45% inches it is 
delightfully readable. Bound in French 
Morocco with overlapping edges. 12 
colored maps. Price $3.50. 

Reference Bible No. 03202x 
Printed on genuine Oxford India Paper 
—the thinnest used in Bible making— 
with same type as No. 01357. Bound 
in French Morocco. Contains over 
50,000 references and 12 colored maps. 
Price $6.00. 

Ask your bookseller for these Oxford 
Bibles by number or write the publishers. 
Catalog showing hundreds of these styles 

upon request. 


At your bookseller’s 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


American Branch 
35 West 32nd Street New York 
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SELECT NOTES 


By AMOS R. WELLS, Litt.D., Lt.D 
The World's Greatest Sunday 
School Commentary for 1927 

Its wealth of material gives a solid 

foundation for the spiritual and inspi- 


rational interpretation of special 
themes. It is complete with maps, bib 
liography, teaching methods and 
abundant illustrations 


Price $1.90 net $2.00 delivered 
At all booksellers 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 


131 CLARENDON STREET BOSTON. MASS 








A California mother 
Writes to Miss Lynch: 


“Three girls,a high schocl, normal, and 
college graduate respectively, married 
and went to live far fom ‘ civilization,’ 
thirty miles from the railroad and in a 
locality peculiarly Ozark Mountain-ish, 
a world apart. They had three children 
each and had quite well tasted despair, 
as well as financial and physical set- 
backs. I sent them copies of your books 
and lo! the cloud has brrst, revealing 
the silver lining. Each is filled with new 
courses and has renewed her lease on 
ife. 

HAVE YOU CHILDREN UNDER SEVEN ? 
Send 20 cents for modelglessons 


The National League of Teacher-Mothers 
ELLA FRANCES LYNCH, Founder 
Bryn Mawr, Pa. 
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WINSTON - INTERNATIONAL 


OOSE-LEAF BIBLE 


A PRACTICAL BIBLE FOR NOTES 
Contains over 250 loose-leaf pages for 
personal notes that may be inserted in 


number of es between an 

poses in the Bible ‘Looks like a regular 
ivinity Circuit bound Bible. 

Send for Illustrated Catalog of Bibles 














in new young people who are willing to 








consecrate their lives to him and that he, 
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silent, physical, voice building exercises. 


church choir. 





























to her prayer. 
interesting, and every word of it is true. 















HE letters on this page tell amazing 


stories of vocal development. They 
are from men and women who have 
learned that Physical Voice-Culture is a 
most thoroughly tested, scientific method 
of voice building. They are just a few 
of the thousands telling the same stories 
of success, in many cases, after all other 
methods of voice building had failed. 
Your voice has fascinating dormant pos- 
sibilities that you may not even realize. 
The new book, Physical Voice-Culture, 
will show you how to build up a superb 
voice by the development of muscles 
whose existence you never suspected. No 
matter what condition your voice is in 
now, it can be improved at least 100 per- 
cent or every cent of tuition. will be cheer- 
fully refunded without question when you 
have finished the course. 
Just a few years ago, Bert Langtre’s 
7 voice was almost destroyed by catarrh 


Develop a 


1. Can 





uu Open your uth wide 
ngers between your teeth? 
low five times in succession? 


an ed 


ords vibrate when you sing 
‘e-2-e-e!”” 
4. Can you hold your breath for 30 
seconds? 
5. eee Gotertpined to sing or 


If you answer “yes” tothese ques- 
tions, havea 
voice that can vel amaz- 

ingly by PHYSICAL VOICE CULTURE. 


Sa e weg 


PERFECT VOICE INSTITUTE, Studio 47.6 
1922 Sunnyside Ave., Chicago, Ill. 


tlemen: Send at once, free and without ob! 
. your beautifully illustrated book ‘‘P! 
ulture’’ and full information 
home s method of voice building. 
6tood that I do not have to “rs cent 


this book, 
either now or later, and that 


not have to return it. 


aeeees 











Then one day, as she thumbed a magazine, she came upon a startling message. 
that thousands had faced the same vocal problems she faced — and had triumphed. 
clear, so simple, so practical that something in her heart told her that this was a direct answer 
Read the rest of her story in “Physical 


Superb Singing Voice 


2. Can you 
3. Holding your hand to your throat,can you .; 
ec 
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@ How Her Hope Was Realized 


One of the most interesting stories related in the book “Physical Voice Culture” referred to 
below is that of a choir singer who found the answer to her prayers in a wonderful system of 


For years this earnest young woman had prayed that she might be worthy of a place in hei / 
but she had never achieved a voice worthy of her aspiration. 


She learned 
It was all so 


Voice Culture.” It is absorbingly 





voice. 


and asthma. An impediment in his speech 
caused him untold embarrassment and 
suffering. Now he is singing profession- 
ally in California. “An unusual case,” 
you say. Not at all. -He merely took 
advantage of the opportunity you are 
given here, 

Build up your voice the simple, easy, nat- 
ural way by silent physical exercises in 
the privacy of your owh home. The 
Physical Voice-Culture method is ideally 
adapted to home study. It is being taught 
as successfully by correspondence as by 
personal instruction. No one need know 
that you are studying until you have 
developed a strong, beautiful voice. When 
you are constantly urged to sing or speak 
at your church, at private receptions or 
public functions—when you are the most 
popular person in your circle of acquaint- 
ances, then you will know the rich re- 
wards of Physical Voice-Culture. 


If You Can Pass These Tests You Can 









s & 
Mail ‘This Coupon 
Find out at once about the wonderful possi- 
bilities of your voice—possibilities that you 
have never realized! Simply send coupon for 
FREE book. Read the astounding true stories 
of what others have done. This may be the 
turning point in your life. Mail coupon today. 


. Perfect Voice Institute 


1922 Sunnyside Ave. Studin 47-68 Chicago, Ill. 














Voice Better at Fifty-five 
than Ever Before in 
Pastor’s Life 


Dear Instructor: 

I have gone through your course, and 
it would not be enough to say that I am 
satisfied. I am delighted. It is more 
than I had hoped for. 

I am now doing evangelistic singing, 
and my friends tell me that my voice 
is better than ever before, and I am in 
my ssth year. 

Andrew J. Notestine, 
Associate Pastor, 


We Guarantee to 
Your Voice 


1007. 


Read how to do it in “PHYSICAL 
VOICE CULTURE,” the greatest book 
ever written on voice building. 
show you the scientific, tested way to 
build a powerful singing or speaking 
Send coupon below for — 





It will 


Glad to Tell Everybody What 
Your Course Did - 


I shall certainly be delighted to tell anyone 
what your course did for me. In fact, I have 
been telling people for the last three years and 
started several people in the work in Japan. 

When one lives in New York, as I do now 
and sees the number of wholly unqualified 
people who are teaching singing, it seems as 
if there ought to be some test for teachers. I 
think that learning ten operatic roles, one 
after ano’ » is a pretty good test of the con- 
dition of a n’s throat, don’t you? My 
voice doesn’t seem to have suffered in the 


least from it. 
Florence Mendelson, 
New York City. 


Wouldn’t Part With Course 
for $1,000.00 


I have a great deal to say about this won- 
derful course, and want zoe to know that I am 
a happy man _ since taking it up. I needed 
your course badly, very badiy. Being a 
teacher, I have to speak, at times, quite loud, 
and the strain on my throat was acutely felt, 
and_ hoarseness followed. My voice is abso- 





lutely clear and resonant now, in fact, I have — 


no _ words to thank you enough. 
I wouldn’t part with my Course for a 


thousand dollars. 
Julio C. De Vosconcellos, 
ew Bedford, Mass. 


Realizes the Dream of Her Life 


feeling of thankfulness comes over me to 
k I have found such an opportunity to 
cultivate my voice. It is the one great thing in 
my life to developa beautifulvoice, and toth: 
that it is daily improving through your won- 
derful method brought right to my own door. 
I will now make you happy by saying it 
is certainly the best investment I ever made. 


Florence M. Clarke, 
1488 lith Ave., Vancouver, B.C. 
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Lost Voice Restored—Sings 


Better Than Ever 


I am very glad to be able to inform you 
that the study and practice of your exercises 
is making a great change in my voice. - 

You ma Pe geheege what this means to 
me when I tell. you that an illness while in 
France, weakened my throat tosuch an extent 
that I feared I-would never sing in. How- 
ever, after studying your lessons, I find that 
I can sing better than ever, in fact, I was told 
by a friend who had heard me sing at a re- 
orien that I had never been in better voice 


er J. Ralph Bartl 
5 ett, 
oes a 
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Beautiful Tones Gain 
Praise of Choirmaster 


My dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

Since I started this course, EF notice 
a decided improvement in my voice for 
the few iessons I have had, The pre- 
fessor of the choir to which I belong ~ 
commended me on my singing last 
Sunday. He told me my voice had im- 
proved -very much since I joined the 
choir, and that the tones were much 
clearer and beautiful. 

John Gummer, 
423 S. Maderia St., Baltimore, Md, 


Church Singer Delights 
Congregation with Her 
‘ Beautiful Voice 


Hear From Church Singer 


My dear Professor: 

Thank you very much for the cer- 
tificate jist received. I am _ very 
proud of it. I feel that I have some- 
thing to show for my last year’s work. 
Not only good health, but a beautiful 
voice. I cannot help but say “Thank 





God” for everything you have done 
for me. . 
As I stood in church yesterday 


and sang I noticed people turnin 
their heads to see who was singing. 
am singing tomorrow in Dalton, and 
the next afternoon in Lee, for charity. 
I do much of this, and find the more 
I do the more I am expected to do. 

I hope you will always think of me 
as one who has made a big success im 
the work I chose to do. 

Carolyn Burgess, 
107 Sumner Street, 
e, Mass. 





Possessor of Trained Voice 
Always Welcomed by 
Everybody 


My dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

I am going to tell you about my 
wonderful success in voice training, 
although it has only been a few 

@ months since I have taken up this 


course. My voice is indeed becoming 
stronger from week to week, and is 
so clear. It is much easier for me te 
sing now; and furthermore, I can de- 
ag on my voice not breaking down, 
or I am building a very strong bridge, 
and it will never break. 
Anna E. Halmker, 
Chicago Heights, Ill. 
oon 


Can Sing Two Hours 
Without Fatigue 


Dear Teacher: . 

I have just completed the twelfth 
lesson of your course, and can honestly 
say that my voice has improved a great 
deal. I have a better voice now thas 
I ever hoped to have, and I feel that 
my improvement has only started. 

Thanks to you for your method I am 
able to. do-solo work in our chu 
choir. now. I also lead the Sunday 
School services, and without your trai 
ing I should never have had void 
enough to do this. I can now do two 
hours of heavy singing without over- 
taxing my voice. 

T can now make high “A” with ease, 
and when I am at my. best “B” natural. 

Mere thanks cannot convey to you 
what I think of your course, but I hope 
that accomplishment may prove my 
gratification. «* 

onald Tearle, — : 
Berkeley, California. 


‘““My Voice is Perfect!”’ 


Dear Instructor: 

My voice is perfect! Mr. Feuchtinger, 
your lessons are wonderful, and I can’t 
help telling everyone of the benefit I 
got out of them. I will recommend 
your course to all. 

Ann Faye Skrener, 
Box #2, Eveleth, Mina. 





Never Knew How to Use 
Breath Until Taking Up 
Perfect Voice Course 


Dear Professor Feuchtinger: 

I am pleased to say that my voice is 
getting better and stronger every day. 
I never knew how to use my _ breath 
right until I got your last three lessons, 
and the result is that my voice is 108 
per cent better than it ever was. EF am 
using the tongue attack-with good re- 
sults now. 


Fred Haushalter, ; 
Chadwick Street, Sewickley, Pa. 
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